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I he vertuous Lady Aunt, 


| Susan CEcirr, | 
Grace and Ae? be. puvtiplzes 


IESUS ClzrSt: 4 


Madam: © þ 
RSERIA He ſweet caſte I have : 

D_ had f your Lady- 
ok ſhips lovetothe bet 
things , hath encou-. 
raged mee, humbly q 
I :o preſent this little tratt unto you. 4 
$ What Salomon ſpeaks from exve-| | 
I rience , that you upon trial: have| | 
| A2 found 7 


| 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Ifound true, That the me pro 
|miſi ing compact of this life, are 


vanitie and vexation of Spirit» bd 


Our Wiſe and mercifull Father doth| | 


uſually thus imbitter the ſweeteſt| | 


things of this worl4 tous, that wee| | 
| may the more cordially rellifh, and 
| fervently ſeek after that full ſatiſ= | 


'|Hing , and. everlaſting Jwecineſſe 
and comfort, which is in Communi- 


[on with ( hriſt our b:avenly Hu/- 
band, in nn all Fulneſſe of” con- 
[{olation dwels. A drop of this tran-/ 
| [cendent fulneſſe, your Ladyſhip (I 
| hope) ſhall find diſtilled into your 
ſoule, by reading this little work 
| now come to your hands, Which like 
| Aqua Vuz, /hail cheereandr: vive 
j your ſad fpirit, » ben ready t» font. 


F 1 ting 
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"The 5c Epi Dedicaory. | 


Fainting g perſons, carrie little bot- 
| Yrles of reviving liquids, alwayes| 
Fabout them , if your Ladyſhip {ball 
Wthink fit, to make this little traft 
your pocket-Companion, and peruſe| | 
I 4 little of it ſtill, when you feele_| 
Mt oule- qualmes to ſeize upon you; 
you ſhall find ( Itruſt) through the | 
blefing of Chris, much eaſe and | 
comfort ; and [0 (bend and end Joh, | 
{aged dayes, in more true ſolace 0 
I heart, than yet you bave done your. | 
primeſs dayes of flouriſhing youth. | 1 
The accompliſhing of this, is the Fs 
cere and holy aime of your - much 0b- 
lized Nephew, inthis his firſt offe-\ © 
ring to publike view. Which ſimple 
aime, that the Lord may gractouſly 4 
anſwer to your Ladyſhips comfort | - 
A} bere, 


i... 


—— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


: 


 bere, and eternall happineſſe bere- 
after, I ſhall ftill continue my prayer 
| (though here 1 end my Epiſtle) that 
the Lord will ſtill attend this my|f 
poore endevyour with buy rich bleſ-| 
fing, to allthe partakers thereof,and 
' | in pectall to you. | 


Your much obliged Nephew, 


N1CHOLAS LOCKYER, 


vba, 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


&Z Ommunion with Chriſt,is our 
Ces Wd ha ppineſſe i in this world.and i in 
FS theworld to come : that which 
| | makes every ſweet thing ſweet , and 
| [every ſweet thing ſiecter, With this 
| fyeet ſubje& 1s this little Tract now 
cone tothy hand taken up. Poore fal- | 
len man 1s ſtill complaining of one! 
want or other 3 and when the thing is | 
given which hee longed for , yet his 
foule is as farre from content, as be- 
fore; like to a cailde that cryes for 
this and that , and yet when hee hath 
what he cryed for , continues cryin 


ſtill;and cannot tell wel what he won] 


bave. All our want is this,the want of}. 
# | Communion with Chriſt : this is the 
7 | cauſe of all complaints; the infelici-|} 
7 A 4. tie | 


TOI IO_—_ 


=  Tothe Reader, 
tie of the ſoul,the ſum of mans miſery, 


_—_—  — 


ſces 1t nor , and therefore complaines 
of twentic things, twentie miles a this 
ſide his diſeaſe;and fo ſpends his dayes 
in labour and ſorrow, and yet loſes 


100. A full fruition of Chriſt, is 


| {is but vanitie and vexation of ſpi- 


thoucanſt get into communion with 
thy God, the more will thy great loſle 
be repaired, thy complaining ſoule ſa- 
tisfied, and thy tranquilitic ſettled 
- [upon thee againe. Hunt not thenafter 
| [riches, honours, pleaſures , and ſuch 
| [like low delights of the ſonnes of 
men, with this deluded miſtaken 
world; which lies in wickedneſle ; for 
| felicitie is not in theſe : but ſtudy and 
| [and ſtrive after a nearer communion 
- [with Chriſt : the next way toget moſt 


ere and hereafter;bur poor blind man 


happineſle, both here and hereafter| 


ul felicitie : a full fruition of any} 
* {-bing below Chriſt, without Chriſt,| 


* Irit, The more then, O fallen man,| 


in| 
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us  Tothe Reader. | 


M—\ 


in with him, is the ſpeedie way unto 
all happineſſe : ſo much as thou canſt 
get ot his company, ſo much art thou 
in heaven. How precious arethy thoughts 
unto me,O Goa,how great i the ſumme of 
them ? If I ſhould count them , they are 
more in wumber thea the ſand: when I a- 
wake I am ſtill with thee, Pal, 134. 
17,15, | 
This is heaven upon earth; and 
that true Nobilitie and Honour, 
which wee ſhould bee all ambitr- 
ous after; to loſe our ſpirits in God 
What an nnſpeakable felicitie 1s it, 
to be ſtill with God in our thoughts?} 
This ennobles the ſpirit of man, 
and makes it a companion to the 
King of Kings: this gives evenneſſe 
and ſteadinefle to. a mans courſe; 
and makes him walk inall the wayes of 
God blameleſle : this gives tranſcen- 
dant peace and tranquilitie to a mans 
ſpirit, and makes him unmoveable in] 
the midſt of feares : this gives bread | 
nn 
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To the Reader, 2 


dra PRA 
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in ſaminez drinke, in drought, peace 
inwarre; health in ſicknefſe ; life in 
death. Devote thy ſelfe therefore to 
Chriſt, that hee may devote himſel!fe 
tothee : and as a poore medium of com- 
munion, make ule ( if thou pleaſe) of 
this enſuing” Treatiſe. If thou get any 
200d , give glorie to God; and make 


the poore Pen-man, a conſtant ſharer 
in thy praycrs. 


Thine in Chriſt, 


Theophilng Philant bropus.. 
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The principall heads 


handled in ths 
Tract. 


'T Hat the Church Militant of Chriſt, 
ſhall not be left comfortleſſe, becaufe 
Chriſt will come to come to her, Page 5 

That Chriſt doth come to his Church 
'T */! > © LB 0 ramens ana. f Conan 7 

How chrif doth eome to his church 
ML be Gy £0 We = FE a [Condit 


Ws Ts 
OL Fea eot 


church, as atom erierc3 
why ch Chriſt will comgrel as hot 


on a as a Comforter jet Sip. 31 
-all los ind 


Wicked men ate comfort- 


lef8 ;,becauſe Chri iſt as 4 comforter will pe- 
vVercome to them, vhs ty wer noun p.3 5, 


Af Las rg Ber þ Is One thing » and ſpiritual 
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= bby Strong men in Chriſt, that ſay C 
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R The Contents. 
conſolation another, P. 37 
> How"*Chriſt doth come tothe wicked in 
this life, OO P. 39 
Chriſt will come to the wicked, ncither 
in proſperitie u0r in adverſutic; 4s a com- 
forter, _Þ 40, ec. 


How wicked mes may get Cir /t a 


| comforter 'o0 cometo them, "Þ-43, Fc. 


V ſcſull inſtrudtions to irong men, aud 

to babes in Chr:ſt, P. 4.1 
hriſt 
as 4 comforier ts come to them ,*ſhould 
make it ſureto themſelves , that they are 
net deluded, ®.46 
Thegreat netdof this, P. 76, 
How a man may know that it & Chriſt | 
indeed, and no ſpirrt of deluſion, which, s 
correts hum with conſolation LIES p45 
Strong men in Chriſt , after they have 
made it [ure tothemſelves ; that the true 
comforter i come to them; ſhould ſo walk 
that they may ever injoy his (weet com- 
"OP - P+53 
How Chriftians'may ſo walk as to enjoy 


% wax ty 


Sriſt as a comfortie continually, p.54. 
24's Bn 1 he -. : " 366\ re bad ON Babes 


—- 


79s 7 PS RIEL 8 
The e Contents. 


SEEN 00 ARAGON Fenner» 

Babes in Chrift which never {onad z 
Chrift as a comſorter to come to them, | 
ſhowld 'beleeve that Chrit-w'll come to|' 
' he by P.GL 


ir bject Chy: com:n 
Ts pry Penile ade þ 


to them as a co 

Babes ia Chriſt that never fox v# Chri ſt 
f & 4comforter come tothens Wnt? patt- fa 
ently wait till Chriſt thus $> t0 "3 


make the ſoule to wait patient wr C "Y | 
4s a comforter come to him, '* p.65] _ 

- Babesin Chriſt, which never,yet found| yu © 
Chriſt 4s « comforter 10 come to them, | . 
Bbould obſerve how Chriſt comes with |* 
comfort t04he ſoule, and not pat himoff, | 

| 72 
Babes in Chriſt, which have Fd 3 
Chriſt #s a comforter to come to them, but | 
'ow have loft him, ſhouldlabour to be ſen 
16le of their loſſe, P. 74 &e. 
S»ch ſhonld not blame Chriſt for depart- 
"7 45 acomforter from them, P,7 7G, 
Meanes how ſuch babes in Chriſt, may 
KEE 
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| -- | good, P. 87 
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-|get their comforter to retarne azaine to 


them, P. 79,0. 


2, Tim. 4. Verſe 22, 


' The LordTeſus Ghrift be with 
thy ſpirit. 


| To have the Lord Ieſws Chriſt with our 
ſpirits, # a prime and principal! bleſ- 
ſing, P- 33. 
T hive i a double preſence of Chriſt with 
2498, corporall and ſpirituall , joyntly , or 
weerly ſpiritual, P. 84,07, 
| The ſpirituall preſence of Chriſt with 
man npon earth, ts commune or ſpecial, 
P. 55, &c, 
To have Chriſt ſpecially wiſt with! 
our ſbirits, us the ready way to all temporall 


Objettions to the contrary , anſwer- 
ed, P. 98, &c, 
To have Chriſt ſpecially Kt: "with 
our ſþirits, i the way toall ſpiritual good, 
P.91, Fc. 

| Tohave Chriſt after a ſpectall —__ 

w 6 
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| with or ſpirits  agreat evill, . P.'97 


The Contents. 
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with our ſpirits is the read) way to erer- 
wall good, P.95. 
Not to have Chriſt ſpecially preſent 


Wherem this grand evill doth prince- 
pally conþft. P.99.0c. 
How to know whether Chriſt be ſp2cially| 
preſent with our ſpirits, P. 077%: 
How to get Chri#t to be ſpectally preſent 
with our ſpirits, P.II2.6c. 
Men that finde Chriſt ſpecially LYECs 
ſent with their ſpirits , ſhould thanke 
fully acknowledge this great favour 


P. II5,0c. 
Such ſhould labour to keep Chriſt with 


their ſpirits, Pp. 118, | 


According to what operations, a man 
may loſe the preſence of Chriſt, page 
119, &c. 

Chriitians ſhould laboar to getiChriſt 


4s much preſent with their ſpirits as | 


_ 
ab ? . 
- 
- 
” 
| \ 
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way bee: and how ths may done + ſee 
page, 121,122, @&c. 


Com. | 
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The Contents. 


Comfort againſt the ſword, plague, 
| famine , perſecution, and the like, a- 
riſeth to them which have Chriſt ſþe. 
Olally prefent with their fpirits, p1- 
| 125,14 26.07, 


FINIS. 


| His Church Militant, 


| 


tl. tt gre On” OI" Een 


| 7 will not leave you comfortleſſe; I will come. 


| 


CHRISTS 


COMM VNION 


With 


CE nnd 


loun 14. ver{:18, | 


| 
to you | | 


y HRIST andhis Church are deare 
each to other : the truth of this is 

at large manifeſt in this Chapter. 

| Chriſt as a heavenly Hasband,being to leave 
his earthly Spouſe; to wit, his Church Milt- 
tant, and to live with his Father at his 
right hand inglorie, with his Church Tri- 


umphant z endevourcth with various ver- 


was much dejeted. The verſe which 1 


| 
| B have' 


PEG II 


— he mA — 
A Mn ——_ - 


'f } ſes of this chapter, to comfort the ſad ſpirit | * 
8 | of his Beloved Spouſe, which he perceived 


Cr omni b.. 


iVechofetrto' infifton; ixone of them 2 


4! or; le@v? corfertle cy ! will cometo 
MH a ern ls ekpest th wg 
Caine. * OVEN faire 
One, art PI (ee, Da! 7 iſconfolat*”; £4 my de- 
partnre 1 "AJ Lilly inthe ly ; nay, Ma 
Lily (indeed News ord? 4 leavethee : 
the Privice bf | arks Se dwtlin inthe children 
of darkneſſe, will env to devonre thee ;\ 
Sons of Belg 1 wi thee, -perſecate and 4 
rornathit thee; ” [30 have dowe mt before thee). 
but be not at this diſmayed, O faireit of Wo-! 
TT TA a ear irtonr att confotatton :| 
er I will nf8:/tave thee comfortleſſe , 1 wil 
Cormeto thee... * 
at difference i is there between a pric{ 
ſon-houſe and mine owne houſe, if Fveet! 
tricnds continually come to me there? 'Tis! 
it on with tis betrerweekbide in, whillt 
gs dwelt fir the bod Rrter'd wee'ard 
"With'tifa thts ant roneWeedo;” hinder 
the © tyrkinh<Ahd6þpreMoty of a body of 
"death; and O {wfetchedmertthat'we ate, 
*turlide-bt theſe dinigeotis'ofelay, if no 
Friedffom Heaven'cometous ?2Tigtrue 
"© my S$pdnſe, what thoti ſiyeſt ; andthere- 
fore thar Yhy dwelling inthe body: 'miy no 
'be comfortleſfe, I wuroume tothee.: 1 wi 
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not leave thee com 
"Ir hg ue 
world 15a B 


wofi91s"s Dayir hoithe childs 
worldDeyils, to tfie Shoule oF Choe 


- XS. __ he; , 
ef {pirit: afid the childr® 


I 


fitKertorments hef{pirt 
+ cſh* neltheriri 6 


what weather *twill; at what time *twill, 
andbe at mid-nightthomneed'{ me; I witt} 
come"tothee ;"1/ay:ll not leave'you tomforis | 

| left; with compereo ork. or ras 5, 
 Affiiftjon hath' made many friends upon 
earth forſaKe me, O'my Saviour 1 wilt not | cf” 
thowniyteavenly friendfaſerve me Z Whit] 
if the Beviltcat me intopriſon?; wiltthou} 
come to-me there?-wilt thon viſit me when þ 
[I lye in anaty roome, amongſtnafty wret- 
ches, thar curſe and ſweare , which thon 


R n Cant 
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He 


it. —_ — ww... dt... AM, M— Ce i ts. Ee ht _ 
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4 -* Chrifts Communion with —] 
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canſt not endure to heare? Yea, © faireſt O 
women | rather than thou ſhalt be comfort- 
leſle in ſuch a condition; / will Come to thee, | 
+. | - Thou wilt come to mee, 0 my Saviour, 
| | one-day; but whatif the Devill keep mee 
in ſucha priſon ren dajes ? along time ? till 
the iron exter into my ſoule? wilt thou not 
wex wearie at laſt, and leave comming to 
[me 3 ? No my Love ; I am reſolved to the 
[ contrarie. [Twill not] leave thee comfortleſſe ! 
[1 will] come to thee. | 

- Why, but what if Satan winnow me as | 
wheat, and caſt me into ſin; which is more 
_ to thee than any priſon, than any | 


fo lace, or any thing: wile thou not then 
ake mee off for ever, and never come to. | 
* [me more? This, © faireſt of women 1 may | 
make mee ceale comming to thee for a mo 
(nents but no longer : for I am reſolved not 


to[ leave ]thee comfortlefſe in any condition, 
Elther "tf 119 or puniſhment. 1 will ner|_lgave) 
thee comfertteſſ, [ [7 will come to thees. 

44 My Text, you ſee, is Chriſts con jugall 
'* [promiſe to his Spouſe, of all kindneſle, du- 
ring the tinie of his perſonall abſence. The 
matter of this promiſe is conſolatorie; the 
forme according to which our Saviour ex- 
' peeſſeth this contolatoric language; is firſt 
negative, 
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ok 
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{ Secondly , affirmative ; I will. come to yor. 


| the Originall, *y4wiga, the: word comes 


| which ſignifies, to.be made fatherlefſe-and 
| motherleſſe 3. which becauſe it is.ufually a: 


C 
| negative ; / will not leave you comfortleſſe. 


_ ——— —— 
his Church Militant. - 


Thele latter words. containe the reaſon: of 
what is delivered in the former, Wee can- 

not be comfortleſle ; [_b:cauſe] Chriſt (till 
comes. tous. And thus taking the words; 
you may read them thus, viz, will not leav: 
you comfortleſſe, | tor]! will come to you, No 
| condition can be comfortleſſe, if Chrilt 
| COME tO us. | "» 


| Inillnorleave J0u comfortleſſe, | Ovn egiov | 
Suge ipcvoie, Þ will not leave youfatberleſſe and 
| motherlefſe. I will ot leave you Orphans,faith | / 


from, that 1s here tranſlated. comforcleſſe, | 


condition. verie comfortleſfle , therefore 1s | 
the word thus rendred, ipea%c, comfortleſſe. 

Thus the children of Chriſt ſhall not be left. 

They, areno-Orphans,. which have Chrilt for 
their. Father. They are: never totally beretr 

of all comfort, to whom Chriſt comes ; and 
thus he will (till doe to his Church-Militant. | 
Chriſt will neverleave comming from Hea- 
vento-carth; althoughitbe a'very long jour- 
ney, as long as hee hath any one child upon 
 earth.. / will not leave. you comfortleſſes. = 


gw mm -— — 


= ; B 3 , I wi! 
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ELAEED Dith 


Warr So, 4 mOreUns 


bs ple Chrtrthu (ſth one) 7#l7cer TOR 


| * This twving 
\[thefe words, 1 will put 


| 
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D vih 
[raw and methedically handle , 1 will lay | 


Orthis, vo chiaf 
44sft comforttcſſe,. for Obyift will come ro him. 


rift, 5 TA eff: i reAlen 3 bon y 
Cirift irad{hid, afthoingh 1 aftAdt yet 

]frotmYan, Yet t ir I reciching) 44 bens 
THY "I 


as ready ray aps to be AE with his 


totheend of the world. 
ically gone over 


the phine 
of theth Into. this T%+ vine, Tha: 
: knafmegy ode {refs Salient ſha vos Ge tft 
Obſt will come to hey. 
Chyift wpon ewrth , fbuil be 


OR be at his ture xo. his 
» vat forthe 


Difczptes, was notifor them only 
comfort of all his peaplc tothe end of the 
world. in his Ditczplcs he ſpake thus to all 
his ctaldren, that ave orever ſhall be upan 
chedace afcucearth, 1 w1llnarlrave you ram: 
fort life, 1 wall came to 

Vis comfartable” dodtrine, that I may 


openamto youthele foure things : Caril 
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——_ hem Gd 
——— —— "lt" Tron 
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| fs Flt 
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| fall i2 hoo that Bath prontiſed, ſaci. ehe 


won. -Matth. 25. 19420, T his plice-tHetes 


oo —————_—_— t 


W619 41F, 2c tÞ % 
= 45 5 woo ene wen 


Cht Ons Expt 11h ESL Joc my. 
EE: oc! P12 
no + pen hs TTY 

eat CHEE 6H 6 HAT 1887 
theſe, tow; Es 
evihe to tis Chittch 
earth. The rh of FHf9 nf Eerie by 50 | 
Paormnennt he ##Vy Gets S6My 
| Mato 
Oiit Wie; riot only it rhy Tet; be ' 
many other plates promiſed td co fre te 
Chitzeh- Militant, 264 thetefote ſavely He 
doth come to his people. on eff 7 fot 
Chtiſt is God, und God canto! Ifpr ; Her Fiphrr. 
What Chtilt hath ſzid hee will d6;. that W6@ 
will fairhfully performs co z tithe: for okegn | 
tle, Gs therefore poo t0ach 4lb M090; j_ 
reaching them t6 obſerve al things, wi fo* 


ever 1 have communded yow ; and is | ay wth 
you 4lnayes, run ts the ondiof thu worid,-A<| 


TE 
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 planily, rhet Cheſt dorty cone tohiy.ent- 
 dren-upon earth; and vhet he wilt das raw | 
to the end of the world, For Miniſters (of 
all men) to walk TW ia- thiciy places, 


|  B4 - teaching | 


ms ll... tl 


&  Chrifts Commuvionwith | 
teaching their Hock to. ob/erve [all] things, | 
that Chriik hath given them in 3a vill 
colt them hot water : eſpecially living in' 
corrupt places. This our Saviour tenderly 
conſidered : and therefore that his. Difciples 
might not be diſheartened; hee afſaresthem 
of his company unto thelaſt, to ſupport and | 
comfort them.. Lo { am with you to the end of 
che world, Chriſt. by this phraſe of ſpeech 
doth hint us,that what he then ſpakezſhould 
reach further than unto thoſe to whom then 
hee « 57 z namely , to all Miniſters and 
poop to the end of the world, that (hall faith- 
{Hully diſcharge their places and callings to 

| his honour. | 
"| TI might here tell you, that not onely 
q *]Ctrilts word ; but alſo Chriſts name ſets 
{forth the truth of this, that Chriſt is with 
» | his Church Militant, and ſo conſequently, 
| [that hedoth cometo her.. He was called E- 
wanxel, which being interpreted,'s God with 
| . Mat. 1-23. Which name was not only to 
note.Chyilt; as then corporally preſent with 
his Church;but to note. Chrilt as one having 
{ aftoally: aflumed our nature, and. fo. to bee 
more gloniouſly prefent. with his Church to 
the end of the world, than ever from. the 
beginning after Adams fall. Now as vl 

ald | 
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{aid of her. husband,. ar hi nawe &,.ſo is be; 
Nabal' his name, and folly w with him : ſo] 
may the Spouſe: fpeake of her: Husband 
Chriſt ; as his name is, ſo is he-- Emanue/1s 
his name, with ſignifies God with wy and ſo 
indeed is. Chriſt. He is continually with us: 
What David faid of himſelfe, in reſpe& of 
Chriſt; that way. wee truly ſay-of Chriſt, in 
reſpe& of us. Nevertbeleſfſe (faith he) 7 aw 
continually with thee ;: thou haft holden me by 
' my right hand.. Though Chriſt dwell in 
Heaven, and-weon earth; yet nerertheleſſe 
hee is continually comming to us, and abj- 
ding with us; 

Lhe godly have, and do find the truth of 
this by leſſed experience ,.whichisthe ſe- 
cond thing ;: and: that which rather. inſiſt 
on, for the'confirmation. of. the trath: in 
hand :: becauſe againſt. experience there is 
no diſputation.. Peter found. the- truth of 
this, that Chriſt comes to-his children'upon 
| earth',. that: their condition” may; not bee. 
comfortleſle.. Herod caſt: Peter into-'pri- 
fon , and thought to have mage him'com- 
fortleſle ;.but Chriſt came to' him, as you 
may ſee.. e And: behold. ( ſaith the. Text ) 
the eAngell of the Lok D: came upon bim, 
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and a Light ſhined in the priſon ; ana 
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'with thee; and no man ſhall ſet on thee to hy 
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thee,{or / hate much people i in this Gities rec 
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Chrifts 


— — 
he ſore £ Peter on the fide, and raiſed hin up 
Ifa LE yoret, and his chaines r41 
22 The Jewesby a ſtorme of; 
to haye made Sroveny Come: 


na Ohrifts copuning to kim pre- 
Þ tr it. Nw 10 eleriquily* came to tim, 
adly Roc, that heefound more 

re (1 hcored than cyer he did before 
GEE. 4or bee looked H p fledfaitly into! 
egney, and ſaw the larie of God 
at the riohs Frand of God: 


ISvens.open 


hee ſaw 


Barjous vition he could never have ſeen,had' 
the tzuth of this 
Athens, and came to 20 preach to the Gex- 
24lks at Corinth. He was verie fearfull, what 
uccelle hee ſhould find in his Miniſterie, a- 
'monglt the barbarous Gertler. Now our, 
tender Sayiour, that Paul might not be 0-| 


| verborng with feare, and made heartleſſe} 


and comfortleſle, graciouſly comes to him, 
in a viſion, as you may read. ſhes fpake the, 
{Lord to Paul by night 1n a vifſon, Be not afraid, 

but ſpeake, and hold not thy peace ; 


and lef, fur 


ed ready to receive him, £ 


t [ich raoeeyen revived him : which: 


. come to him. . Paul likewiſe] 
point, when hee had | 


for 1 am! 
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experience of. his truth, that;-Chult comes} 
to lis Church Militagt. A8they, wens 
'zing out thei fouls toggtheyin, 
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at anather time Chriſt.came ta Paw/that hoy! 
might not he leſt comfartteſſe,, when. hee} - 
was pleading his cauſe before Angniac,:a0d 
like to be pull dia. peeces. ed was night 

ae C Pare, jar 46 
thou bait teftified 7 ok leruſaten fare 4 
tha alſo beare witne{[e4: Rama. Atggathct | 
txme, ARt.23.11- Raw. &. Silas, nagetbher —_ '\E 
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grayer Crilh] 
wonderfully cameto. them.:. kecame inanſ} * 
Earthquake, aud. made the feunduyons of tis 
priſen.ſhakg,, 4d. 10 opencd.al yn" ny | 
and leoſed everityriſoners. bends... Comarta, | 
ble was: Chriſts.comming ta. Paw and) Sug | = 
but terrible to the Gagles ; for bee {eaungin | = 
what manner Chriſt broke in aud reſcued - 
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reſcued it. out,oh hangs of the Devil, | 
Hg ie way it or th man, that Chil dug 
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| }T2 Chrifts. (ommunion with. | 
| ler came tremb/ing to the Priſoners of hope, 
' | as, a man in: deſpaire ; and fe downe, ſaith | 
the Text, before Pan and Silas.” Tis no.mat-| 
- [ter how Chriſt come to us; ſo hee comfort] 
us before he leave us. Thus I have ſhewed 
to:you, that Cur1sT doth come to his 
Church Militant. . 
: - The ſecond thing that I am to ſhew you, | 
- {forthe opening of the point; is, how Chriſt 
doth come to his Church Militant.. To this 
- [will anſwer, Firſt, more generally, and 
| briefly : Secondly ,. more_ particularly and| 
fully. More generally and briefly, I anſwer 
'thas:. Chriſt viſits his Church Militant ; as 
David viſtedand comforted Hanny, to wit, 
mediately by, his ſpirit, as David did medi- 
ately. by his ſervants.. 'eAnd_ 7 will pray the 
Father, and hee ſhall give you another comfor- 
ter, that he may abide with you for ever ; even 
the|" Spirit of termth,]'&c.loh.14.16,17. Pe- 
| z:7 found thetruth of this, that Chriſt by his 
Spirit comes now. to his Church: Militant: 
While Peter thought on the viſion,[ the Spirir)| 
ſaid nnto him, thold three menſeck theee. | 
. Butin the fecond place, that I may more | 
-| particularly and: fully anſwer to this quelti- 
| an; towit, how: Chriſt doth _come-to his] 
Church Militant, tocomfort_her.in all con-| 
| ditions ; I'will lay:before you-the generall | 


: 


bis Church Militam, 13. 
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conditions of mankinde:and ſhew you-how 
Chriſt by his Spirit,as a Comforter,comes to 
as inthem, The generall conditions of man=- 
kinde are two, profÞeritie and adver ſitic. 
Proſperitie would ſoone bring the ſoules 
of Gods people to a comfortleſle condition, 
did not Chrilt by. his. Spirit come to. them. 
Satan, that evill ſpirit is fo:buſie ,, comming 


tie, that did not Chriſt alſo come to them b 
his Almightie Spirit., to quench all his fie- 
rie darts ; their ſoules. wonld'foon be com- 
fortlefle, the Lord: knowes.. When. Peter 


| Chriſt lookt back upon him, and by his Spt: 
rit cometo him; he had beene in a comfort- 
lefle condition indeed.. And thus-would the 


warme in their: neſts. with outward things, 
did not Chriſt come to them:-whenthe ſons 

of God be-honourable, and great amongſt 
the ſonnes of men, as. Daxid and Solomon, 
lob, lacob,, and Abrahamwere ;. then the 
devill in: point: of. policie,, though not out 
of lovevilits them often; and by;often come 


tothe children of God , when in proſpert- | 
Y| 


ming to. them then; drawes their precioils| 


was warme in the. High Prieſts Hall, then} 
then the devill by a damſellcameto-him,and | 
ſo farre hee prevail'd on him; that had'not | 


\ mm— 


condition of good men now be ,. which are | 


" ſoules 
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he m——_ 


<— — A — 


14 Chrifbs Communion with 


——_— nm nt <— —— — 


foules into many finnes, as pride,. ambition, 
malice fontuativie, and the Nike; which hike 


|Cankers, quickly fret and eat aut all divine 
conſolation in the fqule, and leave ig like the | 

feeding upon haskes ; ſolacing it | 
| (olfe with na other joy and content , thep 
| what the bare creature dipt in-finne will afs 
ford the Grſe;whieh, you mult needs ſay, is 
[of all comortiefle ncdiene the moli and 
" [workt coebantiedle. © Now: that thele may 
not.be left in this caportlefie fate, to-per 
riſh. eternally, Chit dy his Spirit thus Gomes | 


| 


- (to then. Fiplt in 4 Gyect (hill voice bekinde 


thee, as the Prophet {pcaks, ſaying, lore» 


| | [tuna in the mict obtheir fenkualitie; this is 
nok the Way: OE rnall Joy : me , this is the | 
Q ie, walke in it, . | 


This Rl voice Qrikes a.damp inthe mer- | 
Fig ſenkugll ſouls of 4, Chriltian, and makes | 
his heart in the midi of-vaine laughter.ſad- 
js this þe n& pre valepy enough to tura big, | 
but on againe he will in his Giofull way;chen 
ben irs With a, witne fe, i T3; frye | 

BINg:, © CORYIRCE. An & 
conſcience, as hee dig to.the-Lr 
ſour mil Ce ogra Ong 
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as mathe 
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his Church cAMaulitant, 


to heart their rejeting God 25 their King, 
but went on firongly and unaffect 


eacdly 


their way. And jult thus oft timaes it ry | 


many of the ſonnes of God in proſpefitie z. 


the ſtill voice of Chriſk (weetly luggelting,. 


aud mildely 6becking for finge.is not Iixong | 


| 


enough to (jap and tanethem z watyll the 
Angel of the Covenant come downs inko. 
the coneionee _ hr A. - A LOR. 


ling TI and come nh 
iaye Viglently , by plycking Rs 6) 
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| | of the fice, Rees then hee. will leave apy 
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+ Ehsfo comfortlefle 22 4300 wile 
| | Chriſt will ſpeak cur and 
did to Davia by Natha 


| the pleaſace or profit of 3 
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| and ſecret lalegs wy and becks bes Mg L 
FB | Hee wilcome and lay bis gauphiga AN 
*f ; care and gry aloud, when 4 qo ] . 
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hey 
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| Wits:,. nay of his precious life : they drowne 
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himſelfe with Petey and David,and then he 
puls off the terrible Vizzard from his counte- 
nance, and lookes upon the mourning penis 
tent; with a countenance like L-baner,. and 
his lips drop ſweet —_ myrrh; . into.his 


according to Chriſts promiſe, will not leave 
you comfortleſſe, 4 will come to you: 

But. ſuppoſe Satan ſhould not be buſie, 
coming to the ſonnes of God in proſperitie; 
et would worldly proſperity be a comfort- 
fe condition, ſhould not Chriſt by his Spi- 
rit come:to theme. Riches and honours. to- 


things without ſavour:, unleſſe Chriſt come 
along with them tous : they tire and wea- 
rie-, pricke , diltraCt and vex a man: they: 
rob him of his fleepe, and'many times of his 


"mens ſoules in-pride, voluptuouſneſſe, ſecu- 


This ſnare-waits at'every ungodly mans ta- 
ble,, which makes proſperitie to him com- 
fortleſſe.. This ſnare; that it may not catch 
the godly; Chrift comes. to them by his Spi- | 
rit, and ſandtifies prolperitie by them : - Hee | 
teaches thewrhow to. abownd; that is,how 1o to 


16 Chrifts Communion with | 


ritie,and fo ſet them in thenext way to hell. 


broken ſpirit: and Tois not left comfortleſſe; | 


gether with all other delights of the ſonnes | 
of: men;; they are as the white of an Egge, | ll 


FR_—_— Le gr we. we Ee. ror my was 
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bis Church Militant. 


| comfort from it : and to bring honour and 
| glery by it. 7 

The creature 1 emptie of what it promiſeth; 

and emteſing with what it hath: and this 


makes proſperitie to every carnall man, a| 


comfortleſle condition. Now to. take off 
both theſe ; Chriſt comes to his cluldren 


| which enjoy the creature, plenteouſly ; hee 


| comes 1n the creature,and ſo cures the emp- 
| tineſſe of it: that, is, by bis bleſſing he makes 
| it ſatisfiable and contentfull to. the enjoyer, 
| which it is not of it ſelfe : this is the peculiar 
[gaine that attends the godly : Chriſt comes 


17] 
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| uſe the creature, as to enjoy ſervice and | 


| 


| 


'Miathe creature to. them, and fo cures the 
| captineſle of it , and puts ſuch a ſupernatu- 


rall vertue and {weetneſſe 1n it; that they are 
there with contemted... And as Chriſt comes 


[ in ] the creature to cure the emptineſſe of | 


it,fo he. comes [_ web ] the creature, to cure 
the entiſing of it.. Hee doth by the creature 

leade the ſoules of his children to the Creas- | 
tour :. by the ſweet: of the one, he lifts up 
their ſoules to- heaven, to admire the ſweet- 
neſle of the other: ſo that, that which others 
are entiſed and beſotted: with ,. and reſt ja, 
that they take wing from to-flee to heaven, 
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whence comes every good and pertc gift, 
__ which 
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comfortable of 55) 
| Chriſt b 
fiiteſſe Chriſt coftre to ts; 


Jefſe condition; if Chriſt do'tiot Evie to ths; 
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Herethefe ewo queſtions are neceffary to 
be anſwered + Firlt, how doth Chriſt come 


tous it gone affliction ? Secondly,how| 
doth Chriſt come to us in Spiritual af-| 


To thefe queſtions both together , I thus 
anſwer : Chtiſt rhe Phyfitian of ſoule and 
bodie , comes toboth with comfort inone 
way; and that is by helping the ſoule to ap- 
ply the promiſes of God, which are futat 
to hisdiſtrefſe.. IF 2.childe of God bee fad 
and forrowtull, becauſe of corporal aft 
on, Chriſt gomes to him by his >pirit,: with 
this comfortable language , ! am alþ-ſuſficr 


! 


ent. Chriſt by his Spirit, {ſpreads abroad this 
_CcC ardina 


kk Moc dA dA dd ST TT « it. A. Ad 
. 


A——__ 
I. OT. OO —_ RO 


II 


"IS 


£8 ot AGE Sn 


web. £90 


aSYTST2Sr a ec 


DO —_— k ku 
LE 


ſhewes 
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edup mit, There h TORR. bf wWilt- 
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Cardifitli 


Joie TA th, £6 finde ont Wayts id oy 5s 
'to dtHver thier, thouth never is ty |- 


brought. There is Ikewiſe a ſafficiencie of 
power , to proſecute rigfit Mieahes to 2t- 


compliſh their right end. Nay; there is#| 
ſufficievcy iti mee, to work abotit good for | 


thee, O fad! ſoule, without meanes. 

Thete's 4 ſufficjiencie of affection and 
will, to declare power and wiſedoine, with 
every Rettibute elſe, for thy good. It for al 
this application and atnplitication of a ge- 
nerall promiſe , the ſoule Kill dr 
ſome £6 


in ſuck a laule, as /arobs ſons and daughters 


comfarred tune + Gen.49.35. So Chriſt by his. 
Spirit, after a lively manner indeed, —_ 
in fuch z ſoule to comfort him + and now 
leadesthis mourning Chriſtian to fome 
ticular promte z thatis , ſuch a promile & 
{peakes not of deliverance in generall, but 
of deliverance in particular , out of this 
or that kiad of diſtrefle, which hee grounes 


| 


vope under | 
rporall calamitie z Chriſt dothvthen | - 


did for him, They roſe wp(faiththe Text) and | 
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under. As to give you an inſtance; fup- | | 
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pole 2 Chriltian be fad andtake thought, | -. 
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ee, 
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| teonſnefſe ; and all theſe things [hall be: added 
| #nto you; take therefore no s 9 


 |this,the ſpirit of a Chriſtian (till complain,as 


{wah 4 morſe of bread. Indges 19. Comfort 
| thy ſelfe,O mourning ſoul 1 I pray thee, with 
- | this particular promiſe, which is but a.mor- 


intcreſt-in the creature : with this. perſwa- 
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20 Chriſt: (ommunion with | 
as Chriſt faith, hat he- ſhall cat, and what 
hee ſhall drinke , and. wherewithall hee ſhall be 
chathed : then the Comforter comes with 
this particular promiſe ,, which ſpeakes of | 
deliverance out of this particular diſtreſſe. 
Firſt, ſecke the king dome of God and hs righ= 


bt for to mor- 
row , for tomorrow ſhall take thought for the 
things of it ſelfe. Mat. 6.33, 34. If yet forall 


one fearing he ſhall want daily bread for him 
and his;then the Comforter comes,and per- 


miſe of God. He ſpeakes now to the com- 
ining Chriſtian , as the Levites father in 


w-did to him, Comfort thy ſelfe,.! pray thee, 


{ellof that bread, which came downe from 
heaven, one of the leaſt favours that. Chrilt 
hath procured for thee , to wit, a right and 


five language , doth Chriſt follow the com- 


| his children: in povertie , from. being com- 


ES 


plaining foute,untill he hath perſwaded him, | 


' [to owne his owne mercy ? and ſo-he keepes 


fortlefle. As 
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{wades the ſoul to reſt quietly upon the pro» || 
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| AsChriſtin corporall afflitions comes to 
his children, and keepesthem from being 


in {pirituall afflitions, that they may not be 
left comfortlefie, If a childe of God be ſad 


temptation ; the Comforter then comes to; 
him with thus ſweetlanguage: My grace # 


bis (hurch Militant, 21} 


comfortleffe; ſo likewiſe he comes to them | 


and ſorrowtull, becauſe of this or that ſtrong 


temptsthee ; thou doeſt faſt and pray, and 
yet Satan and thy luſts are more violent up- 
on thee; thou doelt all this with. bitter 
|teares , and Satan 1s the more bitterly bent 
© againſtthee; and thou art foild every mo- 
| ment. By this,,O winnowed ſoule ! Chriſt 
would ſhew thee, that thou wilt be com- 
forrleſſe , in the midlt of. all thy fore foule- 
labour, unlefle he come to thee, This ſam? 
ſhalt comfort us, concerning the works and toile 
of our hands, (aid Lamech of Noah: ſo may 
weſay of Chriſt; this ſame muſt comfort us, 
concerning the labour and toile of our ſoules 
| with any temptation : or elſe wee ſhall be 


ſufficiext for thee. Thou pra eſt, and Satan | 
| 


. ——— ts. 


| 


| comfortlefle-, though wee labour never ſo | 


; ucts And this Chriſt doth and will doe, 


I willnot leave you comfortleſſe , 1will cometo| | 


you. | Ky: 
If a Chriſlian lie lavguiſhing , becauſeof 


es. 


Satans| * 
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And then he ſKews the Wounded Tohle)how' 


ce this fountalri is, fot 1nythar hniger 4nd} 
; birt fort, for abiy that a Weary ilb:997 


ule, to waſh HiSWounds'ih it by faith and 
fo Ohrift "hitltes and eofiforts ith; PAs the 
brethrbd of *"Bpby air coniforted tim, when 
tree mourfied beciufe te men of Garb"trad' 
ſtzinehisſor. r.Chr5:7 22. So Chriſt comes' 


histemptationstiath almoſt flzine our ſouls, 


and wine 1nto our- wounds , and*cures us: 
Thongh Satan paſſe by;and his fimmes paſſe 
by,/arid leave gs comfortleſle imthedayot 
wounds and bleeding,yer Chriſt cannotz;1o 
fallof bowels is hee yMor Will wok 5 Awiitue' 
| | texrve you eotortleſſe Or. » T4 

| If aChuiltian lielanguiing, becauſe fn 


repearedias' wellusYinhes only Eormitted;] 


Haden, 1. John's: 4 and defife to E& eaſed] 
by It; -and ſo'by degrees draws the wounded} 


og TO __ | 


tous, 'and comforts ns, when the devill by] 


telike'the good Samaritan, powres in oile| 
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not th'GonffÞit rties, Doceae of chi ſp6llin 

of ny Toute,” by ſs often” fitining , avai 
Erowesand promiſes, favoursand dtefli ifs": 
Chriſt comes t6 this {oule;arrd will not leave 
E bimcomfortleſſe in thiscondition; (th 
it be indeed a very deſperate condition: 
The Comfferter afndly takes this: cotirle, 
with this' eomfortteſfe ſoute-to-powre in 


10 oy Saviour and-ſaid, Lord, how oft ſhall ty 
o\Y brothe 
ot i till Ewen Vimeer 3" Fefrct* faith unto Ffay 
nt hte thnewitt ilb fſeventimer, but Saril ſc- 
f 4 Ip wa apron Mantthcw 285217 2/2: | 
mY {09mg * bf Pte rhe; 1:0) "Donde! 
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Chritiah frierid$! rye of your; ny faichfull | 
Minſter: forT' will'Weep ebitterly labotit | 


© fome* oyle'into this 'deceper wounds: he tea- | 
| oriettf with himiffrom the mercie of nan, tb | 
e the mercie of Godztroma drop;to'the Oce- | 
| dn; andtit may be; faltens upotrhis own lan- | 
' cage: once delivered to Perer} Perercamie | 
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| ſoneth, ns. 6 this ſad and fore wounded 

ſoule, viz. If Chriſt would have Peer; a ſin- 
| fall man: ſhew ſo much mercy to one, ſoof- 
{ ten offending him;ſurely Chriſt,a holy God, 
| and infinite in love, is ready to ſhew much 
' more compaſlion Himlelfe, to thoſe that are 
penitent , though they have ſinned times 
without number againſt him. Thus the 
Comforter leades this deſperate Chriſtian, 
as a weak wonnded man by the hand ; from 


{ time, to take in comfort : for Chrilt is re 
ſolved, he will not leave this Chriſtian com- 
| fortlefle. Chriſt will never leave comming 
to this comfortleſſe ſoule, with this 1peech 
of his to Peter, and others of like nature 
| ( as Chriſt is well furniſht for a comforter ) 
' untill he hath brought him to drink willing- 
ly ( for Chriſt forceth no Phyſick upon any 
Patient,) of the cup of conſolation more or 


| times) he perſwades them to drink at laſt. 

| If Chrilt remrands gratis, for trialls ſake, 

hide himſelfe from a Chriſtian, and fo ſet 

him a mourning; ſhallihew you by _ oh 
0 


| _ 
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lefle 3 and the longer fick-ſoules turne away 
their heads from this cup; the more {many 


the mercy of man,to the mercy of God: and|l 
enables him this way , after ſome ſpace of| 
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how he comes to him. This is a condition 
(though of all deſerted conditions,the belt) 
which will make a Chriſtian heart comfort- 
les indeed. Thow didſt hide thy face,and 1 was 
troubled, Plal.30.7. Gods ER his face, 
though but for trials ſake ; will ſo trouble a 
Chriſtian, that he will quickly be a burthen 
to himſelF,avd feare round aboutgas "tis ſaid of 
Paſbar.* Twil make him weary of the night, 
and weary of the day ; weary of his owne 
houſe, and weary of Gods houſe; weary of 
mirth,& account it madnes;weary of riches, 
honours, yea life it ſelf, and wiſh for death, 
0 that I might have my requeſt, and that God 
would grant me the thing that 1 long for , even 
that it would pleaſe God to deftroy me, that hee 
would let bis hand looſe and cnt me off ;, then 


ſhould 1 yet have comfort - then ſhould I ſee 
\the face of God, which I long like Moſes to 
ſee; then would he lift up the light of his 1o- 
| Ving countenance,and cauſe his face to ſhine ' 
| gloriouſly upon mee, whereas now I walke 
[1n the valley and ſhadow of death ; darke 
dayes are all that goe over my head;the glo- 
[rious Sonne of righteouſneſſe ſhines not up- 


fad ſoule thus bemoaning himſelfe for want 
4 his beloved, Chriſt his well beloved thus 
C « ON 
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on my ſoule,from morning to night. To this| 
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comfortably comes. There hath no temmpta- 


tion taken holdon thee yet , O monruing ſouls! 
but that which i" common toman : and be aſſu- 
red of ths ; that God ts faithful by whom thou 
art tempted , and will nat try thee above that 
which than art able : but will with the tempta« 
tio alſo make a way to eſcape, that thou ma# ſi 
be able to beare it. 1. Cor.12. 15. For a mc- 
\ment, O faireſt of Women, I ſaw Juſt cauſe 
to hide my face from thee;to try the truth of 
thy love to me ; but know; that with ever» 
laſting kindnefſe will T have mercy onthee, 
Thy dulneſſe alſo in my ſervice, and thy 
low-prizing my company , did fomething 
trouble me; but know, hat the mountaines 
{ball depart , and the biftes be removed, but my 
kmareſſe ſhall rever depart from thee : for thu 
is 44 the waters of Noah unto me; as I have 
(worne that the waters of Noah ſhould zo more 


ot be wroth with thee, nor rebuke th:e, O thou 
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00 over the earth; (o have I ſworne that Twill 
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[1 ſee thy face like Lebanon , comely as the 
| Cedars ; and herewith is my longing foule 


i; my Comfort, in mine affiction; for thy Spirit, ' 
O Chriſt !by thy word hath revived me. So that | 
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branch ; the Comforter willfetchſiich pre- 
cious water of life , to reverive his deferted 
ſoule : with theſe kiſſes of his lips will hee 
{o comfort him; that he ſhall be conſtrained 
to lay with David ; Thos, which haft ſhewed 
me great troubles, haſt quickied me again, and 
haſt brought me up again from the depths of the 
earth; thou haſt increaſed my joy, and comfor- | 
ted me on every fide, Plal. 71. 6. I could hi- 
therto, O my God! ſee thy back-parts;ſome 
{ad attributes of power and juſtice, which 
did terrifie my ſoule to looke on; butlo, now | 
I ſee thy glory, thou haft cauſed it glorioul-| 
ly to paſſe by mee: nay, to fhine upon mee: | 


fatisfied, as with marrow and fatnefle. This 


this Soul; theugh very ſorrowtu!l; yet is not } 
lett comfortleſſe neither. Thus I have an- 
{wered the ſecond O#ere,to wit,how Chrilt 


The third thing that. I am to ſheyy you; is, 


When Chriſt comes to us. 1 wil! net leave you t © 


comfortleſſe, T will come to you. But when, O 

my Saviour, wilt thou come to us? To this 

L anſwer Moore generally ; then more 
C 2 Pa 


— — no 


em. —_ 


— 


—— 


Chrifts Communion with 


ACEC dts. eee tt 


particularly and determinately. More 6 
nerally and vriefly, I anſwer thus, Chriſt is 


already comeand is preſent with his Church 
Militant,and will be to the end of the world, 
as hath been already proved. I ans come ints 
”) garden, my Sifter, my Spouſe , I have g4- 
thered my Myrrh with my Spice ; 1have eaten 


my honey combe with my honey; I have drunke i 
wy wine with my milk. Cant.5. 1. Chriſt weſ8 
ee by this ſweet language, is come, and is 
with us already. am comeg#c. 
But when will he come to mee in particu-| 
lar, as a Comforter ? This js the queſtion. 
To this I anſwer firſt negatively , then poſi- 
tively. Negatively I anſwer thus : viz. 
Chriſt doth not come to us in this valley of 
tEares , as Aero, was commanded to come 
a5 the holy place : Let him not come at all 
[rimes, ſaith the Lord, /c/# he die. Levit. 16.2. 
If Chirlt ſhould not come to us at all times 
of our diſtreſſe ; wee ſhould die under our 
burthen, ſo comfortlefle would be our con- 
dition, When my body is affli&ted,I ſhall be 
- kcomfortlefle, If Chriſt doe not come to mes 
When my ſoule is afflited,, I ſhall be more 
comfortleſle , if Chriſt doe not graciouly 
1come me, When my head akes, teeth akes, 
back akes,or belly akes : yea, when my leaſt 
| el, 
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|| finger, or Joynt in my body akes, I ſhall de 
|| comtfortleſſe, unlefſe Chriſt come to mee, 
|| {0 dolorous and comfortleſſe a Creature is 
man. 

Wherefore as a poſitive anſwer, to the 
queſtion ere-while propoſed , know , that 
| Chriſt comes to his Church Militant , at all 

w times : aslong a his people live 1n this val- 
. | ley of teares, and are 1n any diſtrefſe of foule 
or body. Hee comes to themin proſperitie, 
to {weeten that, or elfe there wonld be but 
alittle comfort and ſweetnefſe in it : but hee 
comes to them in all adverſitie,after a more 
{peciall manner to ſweeten that, being of it 
ſelfe very bitter ; bitterneſſe in the abltra& : 
my meaning is , altogether bitter , without 
the leaſt ſweetneſle or pleaſure 1n it, to ſoule 
> || 97 body: for no affliftion is in the leaſt man- 
'of| ner or meaſure jeyous, but'as Chriſty by his 
| Kind comming to us then, makes it ſo, 
_ But here I hall bee thus queſtioned : | 5 
vell| 24%» if Chriſt as a Comforter comes to his,| | 
\c, | Church Militant , in every diſtrefſe of foule 
ref) 2nd body; how isit that many of Gods chil- | 
dren , in corporall and ſpiritual affli& jons, 
utter comfortleſſe and hopeleſle language, as 
at] thoſe that finde no Comforter come to 
of them ?- {s thy mercy cleane gout , and haſt | 
| 
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thou forgotten tobe graciow?(Taith David )baſt | 
thox. ſhut up thy loving kindzeſſe indiiplea- 
ſare ? and wilt than be no more mntreated? &c, 
| Many ſuchlike ſad and dolorous complaints 
are {tilluttered by ſome of Gods dearechil- 
dren ; now it Chriſt as a Comforter,come to 


{His.in every diſtrefle z why 1s.it thus with 


theſe ? | 
To this I will give an{wer firſt more in- 


|direAly thus, Polltbly that ſoule which thus 


complaines;. cannot but confeſle, that Chriſt 
hath come and tendr'd comfort to him; 
though he through anguiſh and-unbdcife rc- 
tus'd it. Now: if, our, ſoule-Phyſatzon, come 
| from heaven to us, and bring cordials for us, 


| and/wee will not take-them , but caſt them 


behinde our-backes ; ſhall our Phyſitian bee 
blamed: for. unfaithfulnefſe. and negligence 
towards his Patients, as one that did. not vir 
ft them ? | 

. | Againe, poſſibly too,this:Soule which thus 
complaines, mult confeſle that Chrift came 
-to-him-, at the very Degunnung of his untra- 
.Qtablenes towards God, and told: him that 
this would quickly bring bim 1nto a com- 
fortleſſe condition, if nottimely lookt-unto; 
and bid-him againe, and againe, by a ſweet 
| {till voice bekinde him, to dee morepliable 

_dE: tO 


jy” CO "CE Mt. __— 


—y A 
———— 


—_— em 


his Church Mlitant. 31 
to God, as he tendred his favour, and his 
owne-comfort. Chriſt came to his Spoule, 
ſaying', Oper to me-my Siſter, my Love , my 
Dove, my faire one , for my head ws filled with 
dew, and my locker with the drops of the night, 
But though Chriſt thas kindely cameto his 
Spouſe, yet thee unkindly put him. oft; and 
upon. the matter no better then lighted 
him. 4 hawe put off my coar, haw ſhall # put it 


them? &c. Becauſe ofthis vntractable car- | 
then-ſhee made many complaints: 7 opened 
to my Beloved , but bee had withdrawns bim-- 


truely ſay ; that Chriſt had not come to her; 
out (hee might truely ſay, that hee did come 
to her, but ſhe lighted him, and therefore he 
was forc'dto leave her. Thus*tis with many 
now. They mourne like Rachel intheir mi- 
ſery , and are not comforted , becaufe none 
from heaven comes to them : ſuch as theſe, 
cannot -challenge Chriſt, ' for not making 
good his promiſe , to-cometo them, iFfor- 
merly he have come to them, and they have 
[ighted him. If my Phyſitian, obſerving my 
intemperancy-n thisor that , comme tomee 


and tell mee, unlefſe you refraine fuchand 


{elf and was'gone. The Spouſe could not now | 


on? 1 bave waſhed my feet, how ſhall 1 defile | 


riage, Chriſt departed from his:Spouſe , and.| - 
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. | him; ſo 


| already withus, and we with him. Chriſt, 1 
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ſuch things,you will certainely fall into ſuch 
and ſuch diſeaſes , which are very dange- 
rous ; if I flight himin this, and afterward 
fall into thoſe diſcaſes, and lye groaning un- 
der them, I cannot blame my Phyſitian , for 
not commingto me, but blame my {elfe that 
did ſo {light him. So *tis betweene Chriſt 
and many a mourning ſoule ; Chrift hath 
come to them and told them , that: if the 
go on in their ſinfull courſe, and that, that it 
will rob them quite of their heavenly com- 
forts; but he in this friendly way hath beene 
ſo farre taken with the ſweetneſſe of ſome- 
thing below Chriſt, and ſo at laſt hath found 
the evill of his owne way, according to 
Chriſts predion, and yet complaines of 
Chriſt not comming to him; but how jultly 
judge you- | 
Againe, as this ſoule poſſibly cannot juit- 
ly complaine, that Chriſt hath not come to 
poſſibly he cannot juſtly complaine, 
that Chriſt is not come to him. That ſoulc 
which complains after Chriſt, cannat truely 
ſay, that Chriſt is not come to him; for wee 
never truely deſire to come to Chriſt,or that 
Chriſt ſhould come to us,, unleſſe hee were 


| 


| 
conclude then, 1s come to this complaining 
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{are as he deſtres him, Thet 


is a degree of conſolation. 

Finally 
this complaining ſoule thus, Chriſt as a ſen» 
ſible and ſatisfatory Comforter , comes to 
us at his tume,and not at ours. Now Chriſts 
time to comfort mourners will make him 


[that it is Capable of;and not utterly miſcarry. 


When Peter was ready to finke onthe Sea, 
and cryed out , CMaſter, ſave me or { periſh, 


the hand : thus doth Chriſt uſually 'come 
with ſenſible and ſatisfaQory conſolations, 
when poore ſoules are almoſt quite ſpent 
with temptations , and ſoule anguiſh, and 
dropinto hell. Hee ſhall come to ns, 4s. the, 
latter and former raine yuntothe earth, faith 
the Prophet. That is, at the ſeaſonableſt; 
time , when the ſoule will make him moſt 
welcome;and that is, when barnt & ſcorcht 


heat of the ſunne; when parehe and Chapt, 
|8aping for ſome heavenly ſhowers : then 


25 \ 
ſoule , though not in that manner and:mea-| 


hought of what | 
I long for,if I have leaſt hope of attaining it; | 
| | 


| | 
and more direQly, I anſwer to | 


— 


— 


moſt welcomes and that is uſually when the | 
ſole 1s brought to the greateſt extremity,] 


then Chriſt came to him, and caught him by | 
f 


looke every houre when they ſhall dic and,| 


with Satans fierie darts,as the earth with the| 
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Chriſts'vifits will hee kindnefſe indeed : and |. 
Chriſts confolations , ſweet indeed. This 
ſtillremember,O mourning ſoul | that Chriſt | 
keeps his word , if h-doe not Jeeve us com- 
fontlefſe : andithis be aflured he 'will-not doe, 
[will notleaue yourcarsfortleſſe, 1 will. come to 
» | yaHe.._ 11; 

F: But why wilt thon come to mee, O my 
Saviour ?-To'this I anſwer, firſt thus viz. 
, | Chrift will come: to his Church. Militant to 
[been Comforter to fulfill his Fathers will. 
The Spiria of the Lord is upon me,laith Chriſt, 
becauſe the Lord bath anointed me, to preach 
good: ridings to the merks : He bath ſent me to 
bind wp the brokar-hearted, to proclaime hber- 
tie 10. tht Captive , andthe opening of priſon to 
| :hem that are bownd, to proclaims the avcepta- 
ble year of the Lord,to comfort all that mourns; 
|G&e. By this Text we ſee; that Chriſt is an- 
ointed for this end: To come to us and bee 
one Comforter, whileſt we live-here below 
\mbutning in Sor. Vhat is ſaid of the three 
friendsdt Ib, that may I ſay of the blefſed 
| Trinity. Thoy made an appointment together, 
\f0'come-to-comfort him. Sothe blefſed! Trinie 
tie, have made-an appointment togerher to- 
'us by Chriſt; andin all diſtreſles, \weerly-to 
com! ort us, | 
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Secondly, Chriſt will come as a Comfor-[* 
ter to his:Church Militant,becaufe hee hath 
promifed it. As Chrilt promiſed this immy 
Text;fo in many other Texts. And if 1 goe- 
away, will prepare a. place for you, and will 
come againe : and 1 will pray the Father , and: 
he ſhall give yon-another Comforter that may 
abide with you for 8267, By thelg promiſes: 
Chriſt hath-obliged himfelte,, to: come as-a4 
Comfortex- to..us:-let therefore. oux-deſer- 
vings'of comfart be what they will ; 'Chrift 
will come to-us,, becauſe. hee hath promiſed 
he will. Chnift ſtands much upon his ward: 
Chriſt is God, and;God: cannot: lie, Fb 
wee beleewue not, yet hes abideth fanthfull., and 
cannot deny himſelfes A Chriſtianis8 ready to 
lay to Chriſt as /ephtha tothe klders;of Gi- 
lead : Did not ye hate me, and expelb mee out 
of my Fathers houſe? and why are yee comato 
me now,when ye are in asftreſſe ? {aid Tephtha. 
So ſaith a Chriſtian, did not I hate thee O: 
my Saviour:, and did not I doe what mmee |} 
lay to expellthee frommy foule, by my.fin-j 
ning againe and'againe againit thy Spint ?: 
And why. art thou :come to mee now ,.to} 
contfort me:inmy;diftreſſe.?: Why,thisthat 
was foreſaid,may ſuffice, O {infull foul;as.an 
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the heavens : .heaven and earth: ſhall paſſe 
away, but not one jot of his word ſhall fall 
to the ground. 7 will not leave you comfort= 
lefſe, 1 will come to you, 

Theſe 'I conceive are the principall 
grounds , why Chriſt comes as a Comfor- 
ter to his Church Militant : two grounds 
more may bealledged, as 'Carnſe mini prix” 
cipales,leſſe principle caufes;the firſt where» 
of is This. Chriſt comes to us in our diſtreſ- 


out our hands unto iniquity. Man indiſtrefſe 
is ſo deſirous of eaſe, that if Chriſt doe not 
come to him and comfort him , hell goe to 
| Sinne and Satan for eaſe. Cam was diſcon- 
folate , and becauſe Chriſt did not come to 
| him as a Comforter ; heran like a vagabond 
up and downe the world, to finde eaſe in 
any thing. [das was diſconſolate , and be- 
cauſe Chriſt as Comforter did not come'to 
him, he made a halter his comforter. Sal 
þ being 1n diſtreſle by the Phifines , becauſe 
Chriſt did not come to him by Urim, nor by 
Viſion, nor by Prophets, he went to the de- 
vill for comfort. Now that Chriſts children 
| may not thus doc, (brit will nas leave 
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ſes as a Comforter, that we may not ſtretch 
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done, but at what he hath promiſed;and his | 
word he will keepe, though wee change as' 
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BW them comfortleſſe , but will come to them, 


| makes them walk with joy and ſtrong con- 
ſolation , fo that ſuch as cenſured them for | 
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The ſecond gronnd why Chriſt will come 
to his Church Militant as a Comforter ; is 
this : That hee may ſtop the -mouthes of all } 
ungodly wretches , who ſay of the godly 


when in great diſtreſſes ,. Perſecute and take | 


them, for there ts none to delrver them, A. WiC- 
ked man looking upon a wounded fſoule 
with a carnall eye , breakes out into ſome 
ſuch language , as eMchi/h did concerning 
David. Lo you ſee the man s nad. This man 
is a diſtracted perſon, fitter for Bedlam,then 
for Gods houſe : an 1dle crackt-braine fel- 
low, unfit to come into folemne aflemtlies. 


Now that Chriſt may ſilence ſuch blacke | 


mouth'd men astheſe , he graciouſly comes 
to ſuch wounded ſouls,and heales their bro- 
ken hearts, and binds up their wounds ; hee 
powres the Spirit of conſolation upon ſuch 
as went mourning all the day long',- and 


this and that,are forc'd to lay their hand up- 
on their mouth, and to condemne them- 


{elves aSblinde Bats, and not avle to-diſcern | 


the wayes of God towards his children. 


Haviog thus opened the point in-hand, I | 
will inthe next place ſhew you how ufctull | 
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not Chriſt leave'any: of his children upon 
earth comfortleſſe , but ſtill as a Comforter 
| come tothem? -Thew you which. live 1n 
Chrifts children; may- colle& the unhappi- 
nefle of - your condition from this point. 
You ſhall live and die comfortlefle, for 


thus he comes-onely to his children, Chriſt 
will not come tg, you in proſperitie as..a 
Comforter ; and therefore in the midſt of 


'the mid{tof all thy worldly contents, thy 
ſpirit will at times gnaw and beat within 
thee : and-never will All thow-enjoyelt give 
any complaceneie of comfort to thee., be- 
cauſe Chriſt as a Comforter comes not to 
thee. All ontward comforts, without the 


| ſtrat, and vex,, and not revive the owner. 


rich as Nabat, as honourable as Hamman ; as: 
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Chriſt will not cometo youas a Comforter; 


inward conſolations of Chriſt , they are as: 
gocdbroath unſeaſoned) which rather cloys 
then contentsthe appetite; they weary; di- 


Be 1t, thatthon art as wiſe as Achirophel , as- 
eloquent as Herod,-as learned as. Gamaliel.as 


* is, tothe wicked andto the godly. Will | 


your ſinnes , and: ſo- conſequently: none» of | 


{enſuall laughter, your hearts will be fad : in | 


great inthe Church as Indas; why, yet ſhalt! 


thoulivecomfortleſſe; that js, -utterly-deſti-- 
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tute of Celeſtiall conſolation; one drop 
whereof hath more ſoule-reviving ſweet= 
nefle in it,then all the things of this life can 
afford. Alas ! what is learging ? what is| 
wit, wealth, honour , or any other worldly 
thing to comfort me, if Chriſt do not-came 
to me-. A man may have all that this world 
can afford ; and yet hang himſelfe for want 
| of comfort, if Chriſt come not to him, as 
Achitaphel, Indas, and others have done, 
Ob, No men laugh lowder,nor laugh oft- 
ner then wicked men in proſperitie: no man 
merrier in an Alehouſe, Play houſe, Taverne, 
Faire , or Market , then they :. and are not 
theſe then the onely comfortable men:in the 
world. | be ; 
So!. Tothis I anſwer firſt thus: Langhter 
is one thing;and Spirituall Conſolation ano- 
ther thing. Every one that laughs, hath not 
1 cheerfull ſpirit within : for jnthe midſt of 
laughter a mans heart may be {ad,faith S/o-: 
m0. And ſo on the other hand; every one | 
that hath, a comfortable ſpirit , hath not a: 


laughing face: Wee do not read that Chriſt 
ever laughed, and yet had more comfort in, 
his Spirit, then all the merrie men of this: 
| world.. Jay 
| Secondly, 1 anſwer thus : Some mens ſpi- 
11tS4, 
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rits are ſo left of God tolevitie and vanitie, 
that they will laugh att he wagging of a 
ſtraw ( as we ſay.) This is a great judge- 
ment of God uponthe ſpirit, and not to be 
accounted a comfortable and happie condi- 
tion? "Tis a paſtime to fooles to doe wickedly, 
ſaith Solomon, This 1s not properly called 
awirth (faith he) but madneſſe. You ſhall ſee 
mad menlangh ſometimes exceedingly,and 
| hoopand hallow , as if their ſpirits were as 
{ full of joy as they could hold: what (hall 
we conclude now, that theſe forlorne crea- 
tures are in a comfortable condition ? Alas! 
ſay wee , if they were but fenſible of their 
condition, they would ſoon ceaſe laughing, 
and begin lamenting. And ſo may I fay to 
you of all that laugh and rezoyce, and yet 
live in thejrſinnes, and fo conſequently have 
| no comforter from heaven come to them, 
they are mad men : were their eyes open to 
ſee their forlorne condition, they would 
quickly change their note, and turne theſr 
mirth into mourning,as /ames ſaith. 

'Qu«ff. Why, but doth not Chrift come to 
[the wicked in proſperitte ? 
4nſw. Yes, no doubt to bee made of it. 
Chrilt Came to Belſhazzar whuillt he was 
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and wrote downe his wickedneſſe in the 
wall. And thus he comes to all ungodly per- 
ſons 1n proſperitie, to write downe all their 
ungodly deeds, that fo he may exaQtly judge 
them at the great day of account. 

Oueſt. Why,but doth not Chriſt come asa | 
Comforter, to wicked men that are great 
and wealthy ? | 

Anſw. Chriſt regards no man for his 
wealth, or for any externall greatneſſe. Ita | 
man benever ſo rich,ornever ſo honourable, 
yet if he have not denyed his luſts,and given} 
up himiſelfe to Chriſt , to bee ruled by him, | 
Chriſt will never come to comfort him,it he 
would give him all he nath for his paines;he 
will not ſtep a foot out of doors to a Prince, | 
[It he be wicked. 

Ob. Why, but though he will not come to 
ungodly men as a Comforter in profperitie, | 
when they can make ſome {hitt without | 
(him, yet hee will come to them as a Com- 
| oer in adverſitic, when all other comforts 
alle. | | 

So. No he will not. Chriſt willnot know | 
[thy ſoule in adverfitie,which art a diſobeyer 
of him. As hee would not let Dives have a 
drop of water to coole his tongue, though in 
unutterable torments, where many Octans | 
would | 
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| beſent emptie away. Nay: Chriſt will be fo 
|farre from being a Comforter. to ungodly 


'Þ Chriſts (ommunion with 
would not in the leaſt meaſure have quench 
ed the flames; no neither will he afford thee 
the leaſt drop of conſolation in thy greateſt 
extremitie; though thou cry Lord,Lord,and 
cut thy fleſh in the fervencie of thy ſpirit, 
like Baals Prieſts, to prevaile; yet ſhalt thou 


men when in miſery ; that Hee will adde 


to their outward miſerie, inward miſerte. 
When thy bodie is.in diſtreſſe , Chriſt will 
awaken thy ſoule, that now lics aſleep, and 
ſet thy conſcience a gnawing within thee, 
which will be:greacer torture then if thou 
wert rackt in everji ltmbe. Thou maiſt ſend 
for godly Miniſters and godly friends to 
comfort thee then , and they poſſibly may 
deliver very comfortable things, but they 
ſhallbe of no more ſaveur'to thy foule, then 
the white of an egge.; becaufe Chriſt as 2 
Comforter wil not ipeak thoſe ſweet things 
to thy foule , which thy friends doe to thy 
eares. As the Lord bewailes the miſerable 
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| condition of leruſulem ; lo may I: bewaile 
the miſerable condition of all ungodly men. 
Theſe 830 things are come #ntothee, who ſhal 
be ſorry for thee? deſolation. and deftruttion; i | 
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'nours cannot; comfort you: your Riches and 


{ 


| 


come to him , I finde it by wotull expert 
yet but little peace in my ſpirit. 1 ſee the de- 
upon the tap of my money-bags, waiting for 


tht. 


his Church Mhlitans. 43 
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[ comfort thee? So fay I to all ungodly per- | 
ſons : miſerie upon miſerie will firſt or laſt 
ſeize upon you, and who then ſhall be ſorrie | 
for you ? Famine,and ſword, and peſtilence; | 
ſickneſſe, and death, and judgement; and by | 
whom will you bee comforted ? your Ho- 


Friends cannot comfort you: your father the 
Devill he will not then comfort your: your | 
Conſcience which you have often finned | 
againſt , ſhallnot comfort you ; but torture 
you: becauſe Chriſt will net come to you, to 
{prinkle it with his blood, and to pacihie. it. 
So that I conclude al;zthus : you will live 
comfortleſſe.,, die comfortiefle , and abide 
bn after death everlaſtiogly comfarts | 
eſſe, | 

*Tis true all that you ſay Sir: man isa 
comfortleſſe creature indeed, unleſſe Chriſt 
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ence. I have. much wealth in my ,and | 


vill ( me thinkes ) now and thenyfitaſtride 


RE 


mee, when I come to comfort my ſelfe in 
the beholding of them: and to what this will 
come at laſt; I cannot tell. SinneI am fare 
do;and comfortleſie becauſe of fine; 1 wo 
an 
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and more comfortleſſe every day 1 look to 
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to get him to come to me,I know not. 
Wouldt thou, O comfortleſſe creature! 
have Chriſt tocome to thee ? Doe then to 
Chriſt as Lydia did to Paz!, lovingly invite 
him to come to thee, Make knowne thy 
comfortleſſe condition to Chriſt, and then 
carneſtly entreat him to viſit thy poore ſoule. 
The ground why I exhort thee O ſinner ! 
thus to doe; is, becauſe God hath promiſed, 
to give his holy Spirit to them that aske it, 
Luke T1. 13. If therefore thou wouldeſt 
have Chriſt by his Spirit to come to 
thee; invite him, aske him, begge, and en- 
treat lim to come and dwell in thy ſoule; 
and tell him that he ſhall have every roome 
inthy heart at command. As Rebeckahs bro- 
ther faid to 4brahams ſervant ; So doe thou 
lay to Chriſt; Come in thos bleſſed of the Lord, 
wherefore [tandeſt thou without ? fer 1 have 


&c. Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, 
Wherefore ſtandeſt thou without ? here is 
roome for thee and all thy glorious traine. 
Here's an underſtandirg, will, memory, at- 
feRtions , they ſhall be all at thy uſe and ſer- 
| vice O Chriſt, wherefore come inthou w_ 

| ad. 
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his ( hurch Militant, Al 
ſed of the Lord, and make thy abode with 
me. Thus continue crying to Chriſt, and 
longing for him , and by this thou wilt de- 
clare thy great love unto him , and ſo make 
thy ſelfe capable of that ſweet promiſe, 
which faith , ifs man love me, the Father ls- 
veth him, and we will come unto himgand make 
our abode with him. John 14-12, Then will 
thy condition be comfortable indeed, when 
thou haſt got ſuch glorious in-mates as theſe 
to dwell withthee. oY; 

| Having thus ſpoken what I thought fit to 
the wicked , by way of application from 
this point ; I will now addreile my ſelfe to 


tpeak unto the godly , and ſhew them how | 
uſefull this point may be unto them. I ſhall 


firſt ſpeake to ſtrong men, and then unto 
Babes in Chriſt : to {Sch as can tell me, that 
Chriſt as a Comforter is come to them, de- 
condly , to ſuch as can tell mee they never 
yet found Chriſt as a Comforter come to 
to them : and laſtly, to ſuch who can tell me 
that they have found Chriſt as a Comforter 
come to them , but now they have _ loſt 
him. To you that tell mee you finde the 


truth of this dofrine by blefled experience, 


that Chriſt is come to you; I have only two 
PP to ſay : Firlt this, Make it ſure to 
. thy 
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his poore ſoule is deluded withall. Where- 
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| thy ſelfe that Chriſt indeed as a Comforter 


is come to thee, and that thy ſoule is not de. 
luded in thy joy and conſolation, Secondly, 
ſtrive {9 to walk; that thy Comforter which 
15 come to'thee may never depart from thee, 
Firſt, ſtrive to make it ſure , that Chrit in- 
deed come to thee : thatthe comfort which 
thou haſt isfrom the Coniforter, to wit: the 
Spirit of Chriſt ; and not from the ſpirit of 
delafion.” | 

_ There is.great need that I ſhould preſſe 


{| this jaſtruFjonupon you , becaule the ſpirit 


of deluſion is plentifully powred out in theſe 
latterdayes. The hypocrite hath his joy;and 


j | and he judges that this his joy, 1s the zoy of | 
the holy Ghoſt, and as good as need to bee: | 


whereas it is a joy that{hall peri/h (ſaith the 
Scripture ( a joy that will end in defperate 
ſorrow. Hee thinkes that Chriſt as a Com- 
forter 1scome to him; whereas *tis only the 
devill transformed into an Angell of light. 
And thus indeed are many thouſands gul- 
led and cheated in their comfort. Sadnefle 
would overſhadow the ſmiling face of ma- 


ny a man, if he did but diſcerne how groun- | 
 lefle his joy and comfort is ; and what a| 


vaine ſhadow inftead of a true ſubſtance, 
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| Kiſh? & Snul amongit the -Prophets? Thus 


© have brought glad tidings to thee, why then 
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fore my brethren! it concernes you that tell 
me, you are ſenfible that the Cemforteris 
come toyou ; to take parnes to make it ſare 
to ry {elves , that your ſoules are not de 
luded, | 
When the Spirit of God came upon Suy/ 
that he-prophefted , the. people- that knew 
{him before {aid , #/hat i cone to the ſome of | 


doe thou ſay to thy foule , who art ſo merric 
1d comfortable,viz. What-is eome to thee: 
O myfoul ! that thou art now {os joytull and 
chearfal? Once Iamſare thon went'tmour- 
ning all the day long : 1s Chriſt as a Com- 
torter-come to thee ? If -Chrilt by his Spirit 


| O myglorie! continue in thy mirth : butif 
not;why art thou ſo merrieO my ſoule? thy 
mirthis but madnefſe. As David queſtioned 
his ſoule for ſadnefle, ſaying , #hy arts thou 
ſo ſad, O my ſonle ? and why art thon ſs caſt 
downe within me ? So maiſt thou doe well to 
queſtion thy mirth} ſaying ; Why art thou | 
lo merrie-O my ſonle ? and why art thouſfo | 
much lifted up within mee ? Is thy Com- 
forter our Lord Ieſas Chriſt indeed come to, 
(thee? O then my glorie! ceaſe not to declare 
thy comfort, by any comely poſture on ge- 
ure : 


OTE 


| 
ſture : butif not , a houſe of mourning , | 
my ſoule , is fitter for thee then a houſe of} 
mirth; garments of ſackcloth and ſadneſle, 
would better become thee,then garments of 
joy and gladneſſe. You knew how /ſaac once 
ſpaketo hisſon,, Art the (aid he ) my very 
ſonEſan?Gen. 25.24. So do thou humbly que- 
ftion thy. Comforter. Art thou my very 
Comforter indeed? Art thouthe very Chriſ 
the Sonne of God, which ſpeakeſt conſola- 
tionto'my-ſgule? You know how John que- 
{tioned Chriſt much after this manner , that 
hee might not be deceived concerning him. 
Art thou he that ſhould come, or do we not look 
for another ? Matth.11.3, So doe thou ſay, 
Art thou hee that ſhould come and comfort 
my,oule? or ſhould not I loek for anether? 
| There be many falſe Chriſts, and falſe com- 
forters now inthe world, and they deceive}: 
many: wherefore I beſeech thee ſpeak out, 
| and ſpeak plainly to my ſoule, whether thou 
be hee that ſhould comfort mee yea or not, il 
that if I have obtained the true Comforter, 
I may give God the glorie of his great kind-MM 
neſſe; it not, I may ſeek out for another. 
How ſhould I know ( may the ſtrong 
<| man in Chriſt ſay tome) whether he that is 


| come to my {oule with conſolation; be hee 
that 
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that ſhould come,or not ? How ſhould I be 

able to make jt ſure to my ſoul, that the con-! 
ſolation which I have is from! the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and not from the ſpirit of deſolu. | 
ttONs | 


come to thy ſoule be he that ihould come, to 
wit, Chriſt ; thou ſhalt finde that hee doth 
more works then one in thy ſoule: hez doth 
not onely comfort thee , but. he edoth many 
oreat works beſides this, Chriſt doth many 

reat works in a mans ſoule before he com= 
by ts him; and hee doth many great workes 
in his ſoule, after hee hath comforted him, 
Chriſt doth many great workes in the ſoule 
of man, before hee comforts him : hee doth 
break the heart before he bindes it up : hee 
firſt wounds the heart, before hee will heale 
it; heecaſts downe the ſoule for finne, be- 
fore hee will raiſe it up. Now to breake the 
heart of man,which the Scripture compares 
to an Adamant,Zech7.1 2, tor hardneſte,is a 
great work;and yet this doth Chriſt throygh- 
ly,before he comforts throughly. The breaks 
ig of the hard heart of man , hath many 
creat Works about It, ere it be effe&ed The 
convincing the foule of ſinne , which ſelfe- 


To this I thus anſwer, viz. If he that is |. 


conceiret manis not eatily brought unto. 
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inthe ſouls apprebenfion, which blinde man: 
is not eaſily brought to ſee. The making of 


4 


full of ſelfe-love is not eaſily wrought unto, 
The making of man to long for peace and 
reconciliation with -God"as"the"greateſt 
happinelſe it the world , and to beggethis 
bleſſing with teares, as a ſoule that ſees hee 
ſhall die and periſh eternally without it; 
Which man that naturally hates God , is not 
eaſily wonne unto. Yet all theſe difficult 
| workes doth Chriſt doc 1n the ſoule of man, 
before hee' comes as a Comforter to him. 
Which Chriſt confirmes , where he faith; 


of finne out of meaſure finfull, 


man toloath himlelfe,forthe evils which he | 
hath committed againſt God , which man | 
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comforted, 
Now, would'ſt thou know whether hee | 
that is come to thy ſoule, be hee that ſhould 
come or not ? why then tell me? What did 
precede thy comfort which now thou haſt ? 
Did Chriſt lead thee to the Wels of Conſo- 
[lation by the waters of Marah? Did hee 
bringthee'to ſowe in teares ,' ere hee gave 
, [thee to reap thy great harveſt of joy ? Walt 
[thou ever in the houſe of mourning ? Did 

' .|the ſpirit of heavineſſe for ſinne ever take 
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Bleſſed are they that meurne , for they ſhall bee J 
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hold on thee 2 Was thy hard heart fir{t bro- 
ken, and after this, bound up? Firſt wound- 
ed, and after this healed ? Didlt thou goe 
mourning for diſhonouring God all the day 
long, and after many dolorous dayes. ſpent, 
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did thy Comforter come to thee? Surely | 
then he that is come,1is he that ſhould come, 
and doe not looke for another : but if other- 
wiſe z thou haſt juſt cauſe to be zealous of | 
thy Joy» "I ; } 1 , 
Againe, Chrilt as hee doth great works1n | 
the ſoule before hee comforts it; ſo hee doth }' 
great works inthe ſoule after he hath cem- | 
forted 1t, That ſoule which Chriſt com- 
forts, hee makes a "or fruitfull ſoule in all 
grace. to his glorie. No_waters make the 
{oule of a Chriſtian grow 1n grace , like the 
waters of Conſolation. The comforting 
Spirit of Chriſt is to'a Chriſtian in the wayes 
of obedience, as winde and tide to a Ship: 
that which makes him runne 'the!'wayes 
oft Gods Commandments. That. Chriſtian 
which is comforted by Chriſt, prayes fer- 
vently, and prayes frequently. Contfolation 
gives winges to ſapplication. That Chri- 
tian whictris comforted by Chriſt, praiſeth 
God with. ſtrong affection.” A foule com- 
torted by Chriſt,is as ai in{trument well tu- 
bes D 2 | ned | 
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ned by a skilfull Muſician : hee will, upon 
every occaſion, make ſweet mclody in the 
eares of the Almightie. True conſolation is 
from Heaven,and it carries that ſoul ſtrong- 
[ly to Heaven, in which it is. True conſola- 

tion 1s from Chrilt, and it will make a 
Chriſtian live wholly to Chriſt. To 
whom much is forgiven they love much : 


and his love conſtraines them to denie| 
themſelves , and to follow Chriſt unto 


death. iy 

{7 Would'ſt thon know then for certaine, O 
ſtrong man in Chriſt 1 that he which is come 
to thy ſoule, is he which ſhould come? Why 
then looke what aAivitie 1s 1n thy ſoule to 


dutie. Is thy ſoule as a Gyant refreſhed af- 
ter wine? {trong and vigorous to the pra- 
Riſe of all gooddutics? Art thou abundant / 
in the work of the Lord ? Artthou a ſweet| 
Singer in 1/7ae/ of the praiſes of the Lord? 
Is thy heart at_thy- mouth leaping within' 
thee, ike the Babe in E/:zabeths wombe, 
when thou art telling what God hath done 
- for thy ſoule ? Art thou ( ina word ) a holy 
Jand heavenly. man , as one comforted by 
a holy and heavenly God? Doth thy joy 
tranſcend the joyes that this world affords, 
in {weetnefle ? Doth 1t raiſe thy ſpirit to 

| | admire 
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admire the love of God? and doth it make 
[thee dead to ſecular delights? and to ac- 
count naked carnall mirth madnefle? empty. 
huskes for brutes to feed on? Then mayelt 
thou comfortably conclude , that he which | 
is come to thy ſoul,is he which Thould come; 
and do not look for another : but if thou art 
merry and chearfull, but not holy and hea- 
venly, he that is come to thy ſoule, isnot he 
that ſhould come; wherefore I beſeech thee 
to looke for another. 

A ſecond inſtrution which I would com- 
mend to ſtrong men in Chriſt, is this: after | 
|thou haſt made it ſure to thy ſoule , that 
Chriſt as a Comforter is indeed come to 
thee , then ſtrive ſo to walke, that hee may 
never depart from thee. So a man may 
walk , that Chriſt as a Comforter may for- 
lake his ſoule. David had wofull experi- 
ence of this truth , and ſo doubtleſſe have 
many elſe of the godly. So a man may walk 
that Chriſt as a Comforter- never depart 
from him. But how ſhould I thus walke, 
ith the comforted ſoute , that I might en- 
Joy this heaven below, till I come to that 
above, andſo go from joyto joy ; from joy 
unſpeakeable and full of glorie , to joy that 
cannot enter into atiy mortall heart to con- 
Cceive of 2 D 3 To 
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| To this I thus anſwer, Do not grieve| 


; | all that thou-canft to delight him , if thou 
| would'{t have him continually abide with! 
'| thee. Do not fit downeand reſt, as one that! 


4 


(come tothe reſt, and to the inheritance which 
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Chriſt that is come to thee : Secondly, doe! 


bath a licence to be lazie, and as if all thy| 
worke were done , now thy Comforter is| 
come to thee ; this will grieve him, and| 
quickly make him leave thee. .Thou haſt| 
obtained Chriſt to come a Comforter to 
thee; well : yet let me tell thee as Moſes did 
the /ſraefitesr. Youare not (ſaid hee) as yet 


the Lord your God giveth you. So ſayT to 
thee, O comforted ſoule! thou art not yet] 
come to thoſe degrees of conſolation,which| 
thou mayelt attaine unto in this life, if thou! 
continue to be thriftie. The joy of the holy 
Ghoſt is a bottomleſle Well , which thou 
canſt never draw dry : and the more thou 
drawelt , the freſher and ſweeter (till ſhalt 
thou finde it, The joy of the holy Ghoſt is 
no ſurfetting thing , as ſome earthly ſweets 
are z and therefore thou mayeſt ſafely fay, 
Lord evermore give me of this bread: fall my 
ſoule with flagons of this precious liquour : 
let thy ove be ſhed abroad in my heart by 
the holy Ghoſt : let my ſoule delight her ſel 


| 
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| in this fatneſſe. Second- 
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Secondly , now Chriſt as a Comforter is| 
come to thee, doe not 'wax wanton againſt 
ou 0 | himythis alſo will grieve him,and make him 
thi [quickly ferſake thy .ſeule as a Comforter, 
at] |Let all the manifeſtations of thy comfort bee 
by © |{uitable to'thy Comforter:holy as he 1s holy; 
is |ſpiritaatiand heavenly, as he is. hen ye are 
= |come into the good land , take heed that ye ave 
not forget the Lord (ſaid Moſes to Iſrael. )| 
So ſay Ito you that finde Chriſt with you as 
a Comforter, which are come to the fellow- 
ſhip of the Spirit, and to the partitipacion of 
that tranſcendent comfort which is by him: 
take heed that yee grow not. giddy headed, 
and forget God, and your ſelves, The 
waters of Confolation are ſtrong waters, 
and frians weak head and heart cannot beare| 
much of them ſteadily, but are ready toreele 
on one fide or other. When the clouds of 
heaven have well watered the earth, then 
doe 'weeds as well as good hearbs fpring 
apace ;10 when Chriſt by his Spirit, ſweetly 
tl | waters the ſeule with Conſolation, then le- 
',M | vitie and vanitie, as well as Ghriftian mirth 
7 | and cheerefulnefle,fpring amaine; If a Chri-} 
BM |[{tian be not very watchful over his ſoule,to |. 
i | plucke np ſhch weeds by the roots, as ſoone 
as they begin to ſhew themſelves, I con-| * 
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. | clude this thus : thou that art comforted by 
the Spirit, let not the manifeſtations of thy 
comfort grieve the Spirit. This remember, 
that Satan hath an Art to bring evill out of 
the greateſt good, as God hath an Artto 
bring good out of the greateſt evill: andther- 
fore beg that thou mayelt not be ignorant of 
any of his devices , nor unable to reſiſt them 
if thou would'ſt not looſe thy Comforter, 
Secondly, if thou would'ſt have thy Com- 
forterto abjde {till with thee ; as thou muſt 
not grieve him, ſo thou muſt do all that thou 
calt to delight him. Let bee thy meat and 
drink to follow all the motions of the Spirit 
of Chriſt z whitherfoever Chriſt : would 
have thee go, cheerefully obey him; this will 
delight thy Comforter exceedingly , and 
make him to re Joyce to continue withthee. 
If Chrilt ſay unto thee as to the Fiſhermen, 
Follow mee : doe thou readily reply as the 
Scribe, Maſter ; I will follow thee whiher- 
ſoever thou goeft, Mat 4-19. Mat.8. 19. This 
is to declare the genuine diſpoſition of 
Chriſts people, which Chriſt is exceedingly 
taken withall. Chriſts people are a willing 
people in their obedience. ;Fhy people [þ4b 
| A willemng in the day of thy power, &c. 
Secondly , humbly and compaſſionately 
ec 
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tell diſconſolate ſoules , what Chriſt hath. 
done for my fſoule : this will delight thy 
Comforter much, and make him rejoyceto- 
continue with thee, Chriſt delights to ſee 
his children communicative of the ſweet 
meats which he givesthem. And therefore 
as-[#e[ {aid to Barak, ſo do then, O'comfor- 
ted ſoule, to ſuck as goe mourning all the 
day long :- Come ( ſaid ſhe) and 1 will fhew 
thee the man whom thou ſeckeft. Judges 4. 32. 
Come, O fad foule, that canſtnot Ende then 
whom thy ſoule loveth, I'will ſhew thee the 
man whom thou ſeekelt; the manner of his 
comming to my poore ſoule ;. and how long: 
he made me wajt upon him ,. ere hee would 
come to-mee z and how well hee hath now! 
made mee amends for all his ſtaying. - And 
therefore., 4/thongh thou ſayeſt thow-ſhalt nos 
ſee him, yet judgement ts before him, therefore 
truft thou in him. ]ob 35-14. For the viſion #5 
Jet for an appointed time , but at the end ut ſhall 
ſpeake and notlie : though it tarry, wait for it, 
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becanſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry. 


Hab. 2:-3, The more imparting of experi-- 
ments- of love wee are, to the glorie of: 
Chriſt;:the.more {tz will Chriſt graciouſly. 
five us to our farther comfort. And this in-: 
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deed:is Gods end in comforting ſome of his 


D Jo children,| 
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children , that they may bee able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble , by the comfort 
| wherewith they themſelves are comfoted of 
God : as the Apoſtle ſweetly affirmes. 
Thirdly, thanke Chriſt humbly and hear- 


have him abide ftill with thee. The Iirac- 
lites when they came into the promiſed land 
which flowed with milke and honey , they 
weretotake the firſt of all the fruits of the 
| earth, and put them in a-basket , and ſo pre- 
[ſent them to the Prieſt, ſaying, viz. eArd 
now behold, I have bronght the firſt firuits of 
the land , which thou the Lird haſt givenme: 
Deut, 26. Thus were they to ſet their 
firſt fruits before the Lord , and to worthip| 
before him, as you may fee at large. Why] 
you that enjoy Chriſt, as a Comforter, you| 
have received the firlt fruits of- that good 
land, which Canaan typified , which flowes 
with milk and honey. Bring therefore theſe 
firſt fruits, and ſet them before God , xnd 
worſhip : bring the ſweet comforts of the 
holy Ghoſt in your hearts , before the Lord, 
| and ſay , Behold O Chriſt , theſe and thelc 
are the ſweet Confolations of thy Sparit * 
and lo for them all I humbly render praiſe to 
thy Name. Such mightie enemies of my 
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|| | peace haſt thon conquered : ſuch doubts | 
which fo long troubled mee , haſt thou an- 
if {wered : ſach wants which ſo long time 
kept me exceeding low, halt thou ſupplyed: 
to thee O God be the glorie of thine owne 
Q goodnefſe. 
You have great cauſe thus to magnifie the 
Lord for his mercy , which finde Chrilt as a 
Comforter come to you. You enjoy that 
bleſling which exceedeth all outward ble(- 
ſings. Thelight of Gods countenance lift- 
ed up, upon. a -poore -mourning fſoule, 
'tis of far greater value then Corne, Wine, 
Oile; then Corrall, Rubies, 'or any choice 
- | | thing that this world can afford. The 
| | naked revelation of Chriſt in the ſoule of; 
 |man, is of more worth then all theſe, faith' 
'Y | $1501 + the moſt glorious revelation of 
| Chriſt then to the ſoule, which the ſoule of 
man is capable of in this life; muſt needs be 
| | of much more tranſcendent worth. You en- 
i; | joy that bleſſing which exceedeth many in- 
| | ward bleſſings. It -exceedeth knowledge: 


| for what is knowledge in the head, to the 
" joy of the holy Ghoſt in the heart? One 
 beame of light in the underſtanding , is of 
| more worth then all the Silver and Gold, 
' | Sems,and Jewels in the world;andyet one 
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beame of the light of Gods countenance, 
ſhining-upon the heart , though. but by re- 
flexion. from the face of Jeſus Chriſt , is of 
more worth then. all knowledge which hu- 
mane ſtudy can attaine unto. I cannot fay 
that this bleſſing, exceedeth the leaſt ſaving 
grace in the ſoule : but this I can ſafely ſay; 
that Conſolation, *tis the gloſſe and glory of 
every.grace:. every grace ſhines in.its full 
luſtre, where the Comforter dwels. This I 
can further ſay, that you enjoy that bleſfin; | 
which makes Heaven a-Heaven, and which| 
makes Earth a Heaven to you: and therefore 
you have great reaſon to magnifie the Lord 
for his mercy. The more of Heaven ween-! 
Joy upon Earth, the more ſhould we ſet our 
ſelveste doe the work of them which are in 
Heaven, whileſt on Earth. 

Fourthly,finally let Chriſts mediate com- 
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earneſtly for his immediate comming to 
thee in his own | rey this delights Chriſt, 
that his Spouſe ſhould ſay , Come ,. Revela- 
tion 22.17. as the Spirit doth ; That ſhee 
ſhould long for the wedding day,as he doth. 
When good old Seen had imbraced the 


Conſolation of (rae, for which heſo lo 
waited, hee then defired preſently tobe dil. 
| ſolved. | 
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olved; ſo thou that haſt imbraced the Con- 
folation. of /-ae/, ſhould'ſt in-holy manner 
with Simeon, ob, and Panl, deſire to be dif- 
ſolved, andto be with Chriſt , which is beſt 
of all. You whom Chriſt hath kifſed with 
the kiſſes of his lips, ſhould long carneltly to 


lie betweene his breaſts all night; my mean- | 


ing is , to have a full enjoyment of Chriſt, 
Thus have I done ſpeaking to fuch,whio can 
[tell mee that Chriſt as a. Comforter is come 
to them. 


| Tn thenext place I addrefſe my ſelfe to | 


ſpeak to ſuch of the godly, who can tell mee 
that they never yet found Chriſt as a Com- 
forter come to them. Two or three things 1 
have to ſay to you from this ſweet dotrine. 

Firſt, I would have you to labour to be- 
leeve this.-docrine, that Chriſt well not leave 
you comfortleſſe, but will certainly ( atlaſt ) 


come to you. Chriſt hath repeated his pro-- 


miſe , which is as a bond with many ſeales; 


andtherefore thou haſt juſt ground to be-| 


leeve, O comfortleſle ſoule! that Chriſt well 
not leave thee comfortleſſe , but will come to 
thee. 


leeve, that Chriſt will come to me , ſeeing 


Objef. What juſt ground have I'tobe-: 


he is holy, andI am unholy ; hee is glorious 
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inholineſſe, and I am abominable in fin and 
wickedneſle, faith the weake comfortleſle 
ſoule. 

Sol. Art thou more vile then £Manaſſeh? 
Chriſt came to him and comforted him. 
Art thou more muddy and earthly then Za- 
chews ? Chriit came to him and comforted 
| him. Art thou more diveliſh then Mary 
Magdalen,out of whom were caſt ſeven de- 
vils ? Chrilt came to her,and filled her ſoule 
with ſtrong Conſolation. Why ſhould'ſt 
' [not thou beleeve , that Chriſt will come to 
thee too, and quet and comfort thy mourn- 
ing ſpirit ? 

Sol. But ſecondly I anſwer thus : viz, 
Chriſt doth not ſo much look how thou art | 
quallified , as at what hee hath promiled :| 
Chriſt hath promiſed hee will come to thee, | 
and he is faithfull and will do it. If my ſoule | 
| werenever ſo poore,never fo bhnde, never 
1o wretched, never ſo naked ; yet Chriſt ha- 
vingpromited to.come to thee, he will make 
good his word; though he come backward, 
with a mantleto cover thy nakednefle, as 
Shem and 72pher did to Noah. If thy ſoule 
' | were full of wounds ; it thy foule were full 
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. [of running putrifying ſores , if thou wert as 


. [black with ſin as an E:h40pian ; if thou wert 
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3s ſpotted with ſinne as a Leopard ; nay, if | 
thy ſoule did ſtinke within thee, as Lazar 
after taken out of the earth again: yet Chrift 
having promiſed to come to thee and com- 
fort thee; he will doe it, though he hold his 
noſe while-he be comforting thy ſtinking na- 
tie ſoul. Heaven and earth ſhall pafle away, 
but not a jot or tittle of Chrilts promiſe ſhall 
faile, The voice of my Beloved, behold hee co- 
meth leaping upon the Monntaines,and skippin 
pon the Hills, Cant. 2.8. Though there be 
mountaines and hils of ſinne in thy ſoule;yet 
Chriſt will come skipping over all theſe 
with comfort to my ſoule , rather then thou 
ſhalt be left comfortleſle. | 
Wherefore,O weake,comfortleſſe ſoule! 
ſay not of thy Saviour and Comforter, as Ba 
laam did, 1 /hall ſee him, but not now ; 1 ſhall 
behold h1m,bat not #igh.Num- 24-17. Iſhall 
ſee Chriſt come with a witnefle : nay with 
many thouſand witneſſes at the great day, 
when every ee ſhall ſee him ; but I ſhall not 
{ce him come to menow , In this ſoule do- 
lour,as a Comforter. I ſhall behold him per- 
adventure, as M1 oſes beheld the Holy Land, 
afarre off : hee will never come nigh my 
poore ſoule-. to ſtay it with tiole comforts | 
which it needs, Leaſe, O weake ſoule, this 
| ©  1nae} 
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incredulous language; and' ftrive to beleeve, 
and this ſweet promiſe I treat of ſhall bee 
made good unto thee. No finne io mightie 


| to keep thy Comforter from thee, as unbe- 


liefe, Saythen, O mourning Chriſtian, to 
thy comfortleſle ſoule;, Tet a /itrle whilegand 
he that ſhall come will come,and will not tarree, 


Hebd.10.37. He that hath ſaid he will come 


as a Comforter to thee , will come and will 
fatisfie thy ſoule with Conſolation , as 
with marrow and fatnefle. Say to thy fad 
ſoule ,. with. the Plalmiſt.. My God wil 
come . and will not keeps ſilence : bee will 
ſpeake Conſolation ſo plainely, that my ig- 
norant ſoule ſhall underſtand;ſopowerfully, 
that my iacredulous ſoule ſball beleeve, and 


owne her owne mercies. Thou: art now 
toſſed and almoſt drowned,O my ſoul, with/| 
reſtleſſe wayes of miſerie;but the Spirit will 
move upon theſe waters; thou ſhalt ſee | 


Chriſt comming towards thee , upontheſe 


[troubleſome wayes anon,. and ſay ,. bee not 


afraid, it is 1 : T that have lovedthee, and: 
given my ſelfe forthee,and none ſhall pluck 
thee out of my hand.. 

Secondly ,.as I would have thee to ſtrive 


" firmly to beleeve this truth; ſo I would have: 


thee endeayour patiently to wait the” ac- 
compliſhment | 
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compliſhment of it. Beleeve that Chriſt 
will come to thee, and wait patiently un- | 
til hee doe come. There 1s good ground | | 
why every ſoule ſhould patiently wait for 


Chriſt, comming to him,whether wee con- 
{der our ſelves which are to bee viſited , or 
Chriſt our viſitour. If thon O comfortleſle 
foule confider thy ſelfe which art to bee vi- 
ſited ; there is great reaſon thou ſhouldeſt 
wait patiently till Chriſt come to thee, how 
long foever he ſtay. 

-jr{t, thou = a Creature , and Chriſt is 
thy Creatour ; 'and ſhould not a Creature 


wait on his Creatour 3 ? Thou art a ſervant, 


and Chrilt is thy Lord: and ſhould not a ſer- 
vant wait on his Lord 2 Conſider thee in thy 
higheſt relations, and they all call for wait- 
ing. Thou art a Sonne, and Chriſt is thy 
Father : and ſhould not a Sonne wait on his. 
Father ? Thou art a Wife, and Chriſt is thy 
Husband : and-ſhould not a' Wife wait on. 
her Husband ? 


| Secondly, conſider that thou haſt deſer- 


ved, that Chriſt ſhould never come to- thee, 
and yet for all this, ſeeing hee will come to 
thee , haſt not thou Juſt cauſe to wait pati- 


en till hee doe come , how long ſo ever it 


e firſt® Before thy calling thou didſt reje& 
_ Chriſt. 
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Chriſt; and ſince thy calling, thou halt often 
grieved Chriſt ; and haſt not thou then de- 
{erved that Chriſt ſhould never come to 
thee? Thou haſt quenched many a 1weet 
motion, of the Spirit of Chrilt ; thou halt 
turned the deafe care , the {ſweet {till voice 
that hath ſpoken behince thee, times with- 
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| out number, and fo lighted the Spirit of 


Chriſt ; and haſt not. thou then juſtly deſer- 
ved, that Chriſt as a Comforter ſhould ne- 
ver come to thee ? yet ſeeing he will come, 
for all this unkindnefle , halt not thou jult 
cauſe to'wait patiently for him, how long fo 
ever heſtay ? Thou haſt many weekes,ma- 
ny moneths,nay many yeeres, gone along 
a courſe of grieving-Chriſt ; and doeſt thou 
thinke much of waiting a few weekes, 
a few moneths, a few. yeeres , for Chrilt 
to come to comfort thee? 

Take this in another forme : thou didlt 
make Chriſt wait a long time upon thee, 
ere thou wouldeſt let him abide with thee 
as a ſpirit of Reformation : and is there not 
juſt cauſe then, that thou ſhouldeſt wait pa- 
tiently a long time upon himygf he will have 
it ſo, ere hee abide with thee as a Spirit of 
Conſolation ? how many knocks did Chriſt 
give at thy ſtubborn heatt,ere thou wouldelt 
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'open to him ? how much dey of the night 
diſtilled upon tus lockes, ere thou wouldeſt | 
| give him houſe roome in thy heart? how 
| many mercies? how many corrections were 
| | all ſpilt apon thee , ere Chrilt could winne | 
| | thee toreſpect him ? canſt thou tcil? if thou 
caaſ(t not ; think not much, it Chriſt make 
[| |theeſhed a few teares, and breath out a few 
-| | groanes, cre he bring glad tidings of peace 
-\F | unto thee. 

Secondly , if thou conſider Chriſt thy viſt- 
tour, there is all the reaſon that can be, that 
thou ſhouldeſt wait patiently,till he come to 
thee. Chriſt will certainely come to thee : 
Chrift will come to thee at the fitteſt tune : 
Chriſt wil come richly when he doth come; 
which are all ſpeciall grounds of patience. 
Chrift will come thee, O comfortleſle ſoulel 
though it may ſeeme to thee, ſomthing long] 
Il | firſt. Thou doelt not wait for one that will 
| | not come at all, as the Tarke waiteth for 
CMahomet : nay , thou doeſt not wait for | 
til | one that will frivolouſly delay the time of 
-\|f | his comming. Thou doeſt net wait for one 
ell ; that will deceive thee. Chriſt hath promt- 

{ed to come to thee, and he is faithfull, and 
cannot deny himſelfe. There is two things |- 
in Faithfulneſſe: farſt that a man ſhould as 

wat | 
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what hee hath faid; and then ſecondly, that 
hee ſhould make it WS Now both theſe 
- | will Chriſt doe : Chriſt will not eat his 
words, as we ſay ; what hee hath promiſed 
he will confeſſe, and will make good; what- 
ſoever labour or loffe hee bee at to doe it. 
Chriſt in not mutable as we are, to promiſe 
one thing to day,and recall it againe to mor- 
row : hee s immutable and changeth not, 
therefore we are not conſumed. | 
* Thoandoeſt not wait for one that will fri- 
yolouſly delay the time of his comming, 
Chriſt will not deale with thy comfortleſle 
ſoule,as thoſe ſorry gueſts dealt with Chriſt, 
make excuſes : one had bonght a yoke of 
Oxen, and therefore conld not come : ano- 
ther a Farme, &c. Chriſt will not tell thee, 
- | aS 'e Abraham Dives in hell, betweene thy 
foule and him is a great gulfe , fo that there 
can be no entercourſe betweene them; Nor 
that from heaven toearth,is too long a jour- 
ney for him to make : He will not tell thee, 
that the place where thy ſicke comfortleſte 
ſoule lies, is filthy , and altogether unfit for 
him to come to-: He willnot tell thee that 
thy ſoule is fo farre, gone in griefe and de- 
' | ſparate ſorrow , that it is in vaine for 
him to come to thee, Chriſt puts _ 
| 0 
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of theſe delayes upen any of his pati- 
ents, 

No, the ground why Chriſt ſtayes is, thaf 
he may come at the fitteſt time;and then he 
will come with healing in his wings, it all 
the devils in hell ſhould oppoſe him, which 
mee thinkes ſhould be a ſatisfacorie ground 
of patience , to any diſconſolate foule. If a | 
Phyſitian yet apply this, & that, further eva- 
cuation ; rather then cordials : as knowing 
tne body not yet fit for cordials,will not any 
wiſe man ſubmit patiently to his way ? ſo if 
Chriſt forbeare giving tay ſicke ſoule cordi- 
als, aS he that well knowes thy ſoule not fit 
yct, for ſuch luſcious things., wilt not thou 
with much thankfulnefle acknowledge his 
Treat Carc oVerthy ſoule , and with all pati- 
ence wait his leafare? I patiently undergoe 
the pain of drawing plaiſters, when I know 
my ſore 1s not fit for healing : thus ſhould 1t 
de in ſpirituall diſtreſſes : weſheuld patient- 
ly undergoe griefe and forrow untill our 
foules bee fit tor conſolation, and then wee 
ſhall be ſure to have it. 

Finally,be fare of this, O mourning ſoule! 
that Chriſt will come richly,when hee doth 
come; and therfore me thinks thou ſhould'ſt 
wait patiently for him : what Merchant ary 
wou 


ee, 
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would wait patiently,the returne of his ſhip 


in the longelt voyage, if he were ſure that it | 
- | Fould richly returne at laſt. Chriſt will 
comevery richly turtiiſhed , with the comes | 


forts of the holy Ghoft, which are unſpeak- 
able and glorious,to your ſoules that mourne 


- | after him, and wait for him. What the 
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Apoſtle onee ſpake of himſelf in relation to 
the Romanes; that may I truly ſay of Chriſt, 
inrelation to all tha mourne after him: 4nd 
Tam ſure that when 1 come unto you, I ſhall 
come ( faith he ) in the fulneſſe of the bleſſing 
of the GoFfpel of Chriſt.Rom 15 29. Chriſt I 
am ſure, O mourning ſoule! when hee doth 
come unto thee,he will come in the fulneſle 
of the bleſſing of the holy Ghoſt : thou ſhalt 
have joy in the holy Ghoſt unſpeakeable 
and glorious. Thou by long waiting art 
made a more valt veſſell, to hold the preci- 
ous waters of- conſolation ; and Chriſt by 
long ſtaying, doth ( as I may ſay ) the more 
furniſh, himſelfe with theſe waters of life, 
to refreſh, fill, and fatisfie thy thirſtie ſoule, 
when hee comes to thee. Chriſt will heale 
throughly thy broken heart,and binde up all 
thy wounds : he will anſwer all thy doubts, 
and clear allthy ſcruples : hee will quiet thy 
quarrelIing conſcience, and (till thy com- 
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ap. ſpirit: he will fill thy fad ſoute with 
joy and gladneſſe, and thy dejeRed ſpirit | 
with ſongs of thankſgiving. = 

If theſe things, O mourning ſoule ! will 
not make thee wait patiently, till thy Com- | 
forter come to thee, but thou wilt marmure 
and repine, and fall upon indire& wayes to 
get conſolation; Know, that by this practiſe, | 
thou wilt make thy condition more miſe- 
able, thenat preſent it is;- Thou wilt grieve | 
him that ſhould come as a Comfotter-to. 
[thee : and if thou by firi make Chriſt grieve; 
how can Chriſt by his Spirit make thee re- 
joyce ? and if thourſet him a mourning that 
can only comfort thee; by whom Wilt thou 
de comforted ? Doft- thon thinke to winne 
Chriſt to thee, by a dogged diſpoſition ? 
Chriſt may pitty, and cure thy humours, but | 
will never bee by conſolation. Hee will 
Tring thee to bee lowly and meeke ere thou 
ſhalt finde reſt to thy foule : hee wilt make 
thee willing to lie under his feet ; glad of 
crams of comfort ; and willing to wait for 
em till Chriſt hath denied, and cvery child 

erved. 
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If thy.corrupt ſoule hanker after the plea- 
lure of fin againe, becaule Chriſt as a Com- 


forter doth not come to thee , and thou bee 
reſolved 
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', -] refolvedto pick and chuſe, amongſt the fins 
thy ſoule knows), to finde out one that thy 
ſoule moſt loves , to make a Comforter to | 
| thee,as the /ſra: {res in their dogged humour | 
madethem a captaine to returne to «£gypr | 
gpuney know this, that what fin thou pitch-.| 
elt upon to make a Comforter , that{m will | 
| Chiriſt make a devill to torture thee : Chriſt 
{| wall make the know by wotull experience, 
that the ſweeteſt ſin is a bitter and muſecrable 
comforter: that the leaſt finne , is too great 
anevill, truly to comfort the ſoule : that to 
o to the devillfor conſolation , is to make 
| faſter haſte for comfort, then good ſpeed : 
that neither ſin, nor any thing 1n the world 
beſide {tn ſhall comfort thy ſoule; when hee 
| himſelfe will not. _ | 
3 Thelaſt inſtru&ion that I have to com- 
mend to thee, O comfortleſſe ſoule 1 that 
did'{t never yet finde Chriſt as a Comforter 
come to thee, isthis : obſerve how Chrilt 
comes,and do not put him oft.Chriſt comes 
to comfortleſſe ſouls with comfort,in a pro- 
mile ; as I haveatlarge ſhewed you, The 
promiſe, Chriſt opens before the ſoule, that 
he may ce the bleſſing wraptupin it,which 
he needs : and then often repeates it to the 
foule,that he may relie upon it ; inſtancest9 
illuſtratC 
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Illaſtrate this way of Chri, I have given 
you, things mult not be here againe repeat- 
ed. That whch here I would preſſe by way 


of Application, is, that you which are com- 


thou now heare a {ſweet (till Chelffans their 
bt . . » W 
voyce, aSit were behind thee, wah Samet, they 


voice of the Lord, 


come to thee, emorace what note this laſt in- 
he ſaith, reſt upon it,turne not *u8ion- 


fortleſle ſoules., would obſerve this ſecret| 
way of the. Comforter , and meet him, | 
Art thou tempted ? and dot »rj, yin many | - 


laying,, My grace [hall be ſuffi- 4oe-mot knowthe | _ 
cient for thee ? Why thus 1s the ſpeikingin a peo: |. 


- | {6 miſc, and therfore |. . 
voice of thy Beloved, that 1s rhoktarod es] 


thy Comforter away now, by unbeliefe,and | 
peeviſh pettiſh humours. Haſt thou fallen | 


thine owe corruption e and doſt thou heare | 
{\uch a ſweet voyce behinde thee as this. 
The blood of Teſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from «| 
fn? 1. Loh, 1,7, Why this is the language of 
thy beloved, he is come to comfort thee, O 
mourning ſoule , do not thruſt him away by 
unkind language of unbeliefe and paſtion. | 
Hear what he {aith, for it is ſweet: {trive to | 
beleeve what he ſaith,for it is ſure. As {[asc | 


laid unte Jacob his ſonne , after he had had. 


{omediſcourſe at a diltance with him, Come ! 
| E | weere | 
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ntofinne, by the ſtrengthof temptation,and | 


& 
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{ {tupid, which moves me to note this I- 
[truction. For a man to be ſtupid and-ſenſe- 
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neere now and hiſſe me wy ſonne : Gen.27.26, 
{50 ſhonld edna: ſoules ſay to 
Chriſt, when they heare Chriſt ſpeaking, as 
it were at a diſtance , ſoftly and coldly to 
them, the ſweet and melodious promiſes of | 
his word ; eome neere now,O my beloved, 
and kiſſe me with theſe kiſles of tby lips, for 
thy love is better then wine: what thou ſay- 
eſt to my ſoul, ſay it with ſuch life , that my 
heart may nolonger bee faithleſſe , but be- 
leeve, andgive glory to thee , I havenow 
done ſpeaking to you,who never yet had the 
Comforter come to you. -—_ 
', I comenow in thelaſt place to ſpeake a 
word or two particularly , toſuch of Gods 
1264p , Who can tell mee that they have 

d Chrift as a Comforter come to them, 
but now have loſt Him: Three things I have 
to ſay totheſe. Firſt, labour to be ſenſible 
of thy lofſe. Secondly , blame not Chriſt 
for departing from thee. Thirdly , uſe all 
holy meanes to get him to returne to thee 
againc. Firſt I would have thee, O deſerted 
{oule! to labour betruly ſenſible of thy loſle. 
Though it beethat ſome are deeply ſenſible 
of this great lofſe ; yet others are asdeeply 


lefle 
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lefſe under corporall afflitions; argues a ve» 
rie ill temper of ſpirit; but for a man to bee 
ſtupid and ſenſelefſe under ſpirituall afflii- 
ons, under ſuch a ſpirituall ation as this; 
the loſſe of the Sunne. The loſſe of Chriſt as 
a Comfortergargues a very ill temper of ſpi- 
rit indeed. Strivetherefore, O deſerted 
pid ſoule 1 to afte& thine heart throughly 
with thy loſſe. Thou haſt loſt more then 
[ob : when hee had loſt children, ſubſtance, 
health, honours, and friends : nay thou haſt 
loſt more, then if thou hadlt loſt this world; 
nay , thou haſt loſt more then if thou hadſi 
loſt thy life , which is of more worth then 
the world : thou haſt loſt Chriſt , which is 
richer then this world,and ſweeter then thy 
life. What an infinite lofſe were it to this 
world, to looſe the Sunne? 'twere at once! 
to looſe all: Perennte ſole, pereunt omma; for 
all things ſerviceable for the uſe of man,de- 
pend upon the motion and influence of that 
glorious Bodie. What a loſſe then is it tc 
the leſſer world , to looſe Chriſt the Sunne 
of Righteouſneſſe? *Tis to looſe all goad at 
once, for ſoule and body. All Graces clole 
and wither when Chcilt departs , asall fra 
'grant Aowers when the Sunne withdraw: 
is influence, And _— theſe flowers w. 
I the 


hee 


ct — ts. Ate. 4 — 


W— "3 
T5 ; : 


—_— 


© 
DO —C— 


] 


— 


76 Ebrifts Communion with 


Fan 

_ EE nm"? 

| ————_— - ——_— 
L m— — 


EEE 


ther'inthe ſoule , a man 1s a moving Dung- 
hill, that ſtinkes in the noſtrils of God and 
man, Where ever he comes. A man that 
hath loſt Chriſt, may truely ſay as ſhee when 
the Arke was loſt , that hw glory ts departed, 
As the Sunne 1n'the glorje of the greater 
World , fo Chriſt the Sunne of Righteoul- 
neſle, 1s the glorie of thelefler World, to 
Wit ; man. 

- Thou haſtloſt that in the world, that 1s 
the world, that is more. worth then the 


[world , and which all the world can never 


help thee to. Thou haſt loſt that which 
would have made the worſt condition 1n 
this life, 'a Heaven; whereas the beſt with- 
outit,is but a hell. Thou haſt loſt that which. 
would have beenc to thy ſoule a continual] 
fealt; whereas now thy ſoule is in a continu- 
all famine and leannefle. Thou haſt loſt thy 
{pirits,and thy ſoul is in a deadpaltie, fo that 
thou art a living dead mani; fit for no ſpiritu- 


[all ſervice. Thou haſt loſt thy head,thou halt 


loſt thy eyes, thou haſt loſt thy hands , thou 
haſt loſt thy cloathing; nay,thou haſt loſt thy 
belt father,thy beſt husbandzthy beſt friend; 
all this, and much more comfort is Chriſt to 
mane. I hou haſt greatreaſon then, O deſer- | 
ted foul,to lay to heart thy loſe, 


_ - — — 


Lay | 


had 
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[thee : thou didſt finne againe and againe of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


| 


then he fell off from thee, and filled thee| 


againſt Chriſt, and then Chriſt calt thee 
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Lay to heart thy loſle, this is comely, but | 
doe not blame Chriſt from departing from 
thee,this is uncome]y,and unrighteous, Un- 
comely; for it doth not ſuit with wiſedomes 
children, to lay folly to their Maker, Un- 
righteous, for thou cenſtrain'it him to de- 
part from thee, otherwiſe he had never left 


weakneſle, and yet Chrilt as a Comforter 
a1d not depart from thee, untill thou beganſt | 
to take pleaſare in wnrighteouſutſſe , and tO], 
make (inne a cuſtome, a right ee, a very {er- 
viceable thing wito thee , Chrilt did not 
leave thee. Thou beganft ro wax wailton 


off.; Thou-beganſt to play the Apoſtate, 
and to backſlide in heart from Chriſt; 
and then hee fell off from Chrilt ; and 


with thine owne wayes. Now theſe things 
ſerjouſly conſidered , haſt thou any cauſe 
to blame Cu 1.5 T for departing from|. 
thee? It is acomely and a very righteous. 
thing for Wiſedomes children to juſtifie| 
wiſedome 1n all his wayes, as to others,{o to 
our ſelves. Wherefore thus doe, O deſerted 


foule; ſay, righteous art thou, O Chriſt , in 
deparring from mee , and righteous maylt| | 
E 3 thou | 
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thou be, if thou never returne to me, ſoun- 
kindly have I dealt with thee. 
— | Then ſet thy felfe ſerioufly to the uſe of 
© | all holy meanes, whereby thou maiſt get thy 
Comforter to returne to thee. Examine thy 
ſoule throughly thou malt,to finde out what 
evill depived thee of ſo great a good; and in 
ſerious ſoule-ſearching , God will ſpeak to 
thy conſcience, and conſcience will ſpeake 
plainly to thee , and tell thee wherein thou| 
didſt give diſtaſte to thy Comforter, and 
what was the cauſe he forſooke thy ſoule. 
| And whenthon haſt found out that evill, 
which conſcience tels thee,deprived thee of 
ſo great a good , thou muſt fall very foule 
{with it,how ſweet ſoever it hath been vnto 
[thee. Thy great work mult be, to bring thy 
heart oa holy revenge "= this ſinne ; to ab- 
horre it, and thy ſelte becauſe of it :. and to 
| become very Vile, as /ob faith, and very low 
inthine owne eyes, Bring thy heart to ad- 
mire the infinite -patience and -mercie of 
God,that things are no worſe with thy ſoul, 
That God had not cut thee off, in the ating 
of that ſin for which he deſerted thee : that 
hee hath left any place for repentance , and 
given the leaſt deſire to ſet about this work. 
And when thou art comethus far, puny 
c 
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the light of Gods countenanee may begin | 
now and then, toglance into thy ſoule, as at | 
ſome little cranny : or at leaſt ſome more 
then ordinary lightſomneſſe, may appear in 
thy dark dull foule, as there doth in thc dark 
morning, ſome ſpace of time before the fun 
appeares, that had left this Horzzon. Now: 
this beam of light,or this little lightfomneſle 
of ſoule , thou muſt much admire ; and ac- 
knowledge an nnfathomed depth of love in 
it; that God ſhould ſo much as once ſtoope, 
tocalt an eye after thee more , to give thy, 
ſotite the leaſt refreſhing, that did abuſe fia- 
gons of . ic of lighe | ' 
By this glimpſe of I Jo? x ering | 
light, you La to ſtengthen your faith, ;n the 
beliefe of this;that light will more and more 
appeare,as the light of the morningunto the] 
perfe& day : and fo conſequently to follow | 
God with ſo much the more fervencie of 
prayer; for the return of his wonred kindneſſe . 
[oſeph,you know carried himſelt very rough- 
ly to tus brethren which had abuſed him, for 
ſome-ſpaceoftime ; and put them in great]. 
fear of the loſſe of their lives;told them they 
were Spies, and many harſh words he gave|. 
them,and. harfh lookes : but at laſt when his 
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courſed a while , ſoſephs bowels began to 
worke , and hee could no longer with-hold 
his brotherly love , Come near to mee, I pray 
10usl am Toſeph your brather,&c. Thus Chriſt 
{ our elder Brother deales with us , who doe 
unkindly and unbrotherly uſe him : hee will 
handle us very roughly, and put us in fear of 
the loſſe of our beſt lives : he will make our 
conſciences ſpeake bitter things againſt us; 
and let looſe the devill to tell us that we are 
1 Sp#es, hypocrites,and falſe friends to Chriſt: 
in this diſtraRted, affrighted,perplexed ſtate, 
{ke may hold us many dayes , many weekes, 
many moneths ; but hee cannot hold in his 
{brotherly love alwayes, if we patiently bear 
| bis frownes , and kindly jntreat him , and 
bring Benjamin to him, his owne blood and 
merits; this will make his bowels work;and 
make him unmask himſelf and fay., come 
near tome, O mourning ſoules, toſſed. and 
not comforted; T am Chriſt your clder Bro- 
{ ther , whom yee unkindly uſed : in a little 
{ wrath I hid my face from you,but now with 
everlaſting kindnefle will I embrace you. 
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2. Tim. 4+ verſe 22+ 


The Lord leſw Chrift ve with thy ſpirit, 


His Text is Pauls {weet affeRi- 
We onate farewell to Twmmorhic. Ma- 
ES ny grave and gracious inſtruQi- 
ons Paul had given T1 imotbie;put | 
'tis nof much what man faith to the eare, as: 
what Chriſt fſaithto the heart that workes 
effeQually , to ſet man about his dutie ; and} 
therefore doth Pawt in the concluſion of all 
|his Chriſtian counſell to 7 wo:by pathetical-] 
ly pray , That the Lord 1eſus Chrif would oe 
with bas Spirite | 

The beſt teaching of man, is but as water}. 
ſpilt on the ground unleſle Int inwardly 
teachthe ſpirit. If I am tavght my duty by a 


L$ Par!l.. 
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|his little finge, may make adint upon dow, 
yet a.Gyant with all hisſtrength, connot| 


2a Chriſti Commuienwith 


ar mation 


Sy a unlefſe Chriſt bee with m 
ſpiritzto bings take root therezall y 
eand withers rg good ſeed caſt into bad 
d. Andtherefore Pa»/ſaw it but need- 
11, asto teach the care, ſo to: intreat the 
Lordto teach and ſtrengthenthe ſpirit. The 
Lord Teſmwe (hriſt be with thy Spirit. 
There 1s a great diſtance (you know) be- 
tweene the care and the heart : it is an eaſic 
for man to bring home t 


then an Adamant : now though a child with 


make dints. upon an _"_ 


ut ; - muchleſſe | 
| can all created ſtrengt b, of e divine im- 
ens upon the {j bit of and there-| 


re it 1s,that Pas/ doth implore an Almigh- 

tieſtrength to do thus, The Lord leſws Chriſt 
be with thy Spirit. 

Why doth not Pas/ here, wiſh riches and 


Panbone in gifts not inferiour to the chicfeſt| 


$ unto| 
| the one,but no lefle then the almighty pow- 

| er of Chriſt,will bring home things unto the 
' other, There is an incomparable hardnefle| 
npon the heart ofman naturally :.it is harder | 


honours and pleaſures unto Timorbie? Is the | 
bare preſence of Chriſt with a. mans ſpirit | | 
ack a bleſſing ? To this I anſwer riches and | 


_ honours, 


"RAIL —— 


A. ot, A — __ ud —— ———— 
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honours,&c, T hey are bona,but not £5704% 
good things, but not the beſt things. Farthly 
in themſelves; yet 


good to mee, then ast 


no further fort 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is with my ſpirit, toguide: 
itto uſe them;and therefore Pas/as one tru-: 
ly wiſe,prayed for the prime good for Timo-| 
thy z for that good which makes all other: 


bave the Lord Tofu Chrift with our ſpirits,is # 
prime and principall bleſſing. Paul here wiſh» | 
«th it to T:worhy,as a cardinall bleſſing, The: 
Lord Ieſus (briſt be with thy ſpirit. 
Emncleatio propoſitions, 

To have Chrift with our ſpirits ,&c. How} 
can Chriſt be preſent with man -upon earth, | 
who is now aſcended, and fitteth at the right: 
1 [hand of his Father jn heaven ?- 

Il The Apoſtle doth hint an anſwer to thus} 
| | queſtion, 1n the formeof his prayer, if you} 
obſerve it» The Lord Teſms Chriſt ſaith bee,|- 


_—_——_ 


ſence, as will fitly yeeld Communion and | 
fellowſhip to the ſpirit of-man.-. There 1s a | 
| [double preſence of Chriſt with man, corpo-| 
rall and ſpirituall joyntly; or meerly ſpiritu-] 
all.- With juſt men made perfe& inglorie,| 
Chriſt is corporally preſent; they behold his] 
| wounded} _ 
—_ EN _ 
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things worke together Food,to wit, That to|:* i 


be with thy ſpirit. He ſpeakes of ſuch a pre-|* - 


_ —_ CC CIC = 


| 34 Chrifts Communion with 
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wonnded body made a glorious body , as a 
continuall aſſurance of the Reſurreion of 
their owne vile bodies, unto the ſame ſimili- 
tude. And with them Chriſt is preſent, ſpi- 
ritually filing them with thoſe joyes, the 
taſte of which upon earth, is called w»ſpeak- 
able and full of plorie, Of this comm union 
ſpeaks Chriſt himſelf. /;» them, thou in me, 
| that they may be made perfeitin one. Joh 19.13 
As the ſoule is rota in toto, & tota in qualibet 
| parte: according to the wholezin that whole 
which 1s lefle noble then it ſelfe: according 
| to the whole, that is , according te that full 
force & energy which the ſoul hath, it aQtu- 
ates & organizeth, every member of the bo- 
dy,theleaſt as well as the greateſt; So Chriſt 
in the-myſticall body of Saints glorified,is as 
I may ſay , Torms in toto, & torus in qualibet 
parte. Whole Chriſt doth wholly exercilc 
| domunzon 1n every gloritied ſoul; hence it 15, 
that all ſuch ſouls,are wholly holy,8 wholly 
happy; that is perfeRly holy , and perfeftly 
happy: foras much as Chriſt, who is in the 
fulneſſe of his Bathers glorie is fully preſen 
 withthem. SOIP 3 
- . | Secandly, there is a-preſence of Chril 
with man, meerly fpirituall; that is , ſach 
preſence;as whereby not the perſon, but the 
i FR0 pou 


+ BW. IS. . ES. .s« oof. 


"+ own: Pham... 3. 


bd — 


[not a contiguall, but a verinall preſence; a. 


| Speciall. | 
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providence of Chriſt may-be ſeen, Such a 
preſence as ſuperiora have with inſer:org, 


preſence of influence and. governance,as the | | 
Sun. hath with us , by his rayes and beames. |. 
And this preſence 1s either Commune or | 


The Commune preſence of Chriſt with 
man , is that whereby man is upheld and 
| guided, according tothe being of a rationall 
creature. Of this preſence of Chriſt with] 
man , ſpeakes the Apoſtle , that they ſhould 
ſeek the Lord, if happily they might feele after 
him and finde bim thongh hee be not farre from| 
every ons of 4 , for in him we live, move, and 
have our being. AQts 17 27,28, Chriſt as an 
apholder of each creature , is not farre from 
every one of us: that is ; hee is {tjll preſent 
with us thus , and wh all Nations of men, 
which hee hath made of one blogd, to dwell HyoR 
the face of the earth. This preſence of Chrilt |- 
with man therefore, cannot properly be cal- | 
led a prime and preuc:pail bliſſing, a choiſe aveeb| - 
favour,becauſe it is Commune to mankinde | . 
in generall; yea Commune to all creatures | 
below man;for God is with all the works of 
his hands, to uphold every creature accord- 


| ing to '1ts proper ſpecies 
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Secondly,! . 


% 


86 ( brifts Communion with | - 


' | working, of the Spirit of Chriſt , inthe ſpi-| 
ritof man; Whereby it- is made one ſpirit, 

| with the Spirit of Chriſt, in willing and nil- 

| [ling, according to that of the A » Hee 


 *| ſub majori, aleſle blefling under a greater. 
© | For if God beina-ſpeciall manner preſent 


| of-that , whilſt every member thereof, is 
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Secondly', there is a ſpeciall preſence of 
Chriſt with man whuch is that efficacious: 


ns. ———_ 


that is joyned to the Lord is one Spirit. 


with the bodies of men,. for the good of 
them ; which the P/a/mſ? intimates where 
he faith, Thar m__ our frame, and remen- 
bers that we are but duſt : and that the Aw 
gels of the Lord pitch their tents about the 
righteows. And Tacob found the truth of this 
by experience , when hee fled before Eſa, 
and ſlept fo ſweetly upon a ſtone. But this 
tender and ſpeciall preſence and providence 
of Chriſt., reſpe&ing the outward man, is 
comprehended- under the other , which 
reſpes- the inward man , as quid min 


with my ſpirit,to guide and order that unto 
all Holy wayes, my ſpirit will command 
my bodie to walke in them too: and fo con- 
ſequently Chriſt cannot chuſe , bat: be ten- 
derly preſent with mee alſo, for the good 


There is a ſpeciall preſence of Chriſt, | 
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actuated by aſpirit of His own ordering,to: 
his own honour, 4s weapens of righteouſneſſe, 
And therefore doth Paz! ( pithily to ſpeake | 
much in few) ſtlently paſſe over that, which 
is neceſſarily preſuppoſed ; praying that 
Chriſt would be with 7: merbies ſpirit , and 
then he was ſure , Chriſt would bee after a. 
ſpeciall manner preſent ,. with his bodie 
too, for the good: of that, The Lord Jeſs 
Chriſt be with thy ſpirit. That is, the Lord Ie 
ſuc Chriſt exerciſe a ſpeciall dominion 5n thy 
ſpirit , forthe guiding and ordering of it, unzo 
the _— of evill, and to the performing of | 
all good, whereby Chrift may have altthe glory, 

dne to his Name. 

Now that thus to have Chriſt preſent| 
with a mans ſpirit, 1s a prime and principall} 
bleſſing; I will plainely demonſtrate to you: 
by a triple argument ab effett.. 

Thus to have Chriſt prefent with our 
ſpirits, is the ready way to all temporall,ſpi- | 
rituall, and eternall good : and therefore 
muſt needs-be a-prime and principall bleſ-} 
ſing. | 

Thus to have Chriſt preſent with a mans; 
fpirit , is the ready way. unto all temporal 
zood.. Men whole ſpirits, Chriſt doth after: 
a ſpeciall manner order,to avoide finne, and. 


to! 
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you walke in my wayes, that I will bleſſe 
you in the fruit of the wambe, in the fruit 
of the fietd , in the baskes abd fore, ce. If you | 
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torkeep themſelves pure, as Paul here uſeth. 


the expreſſion to Timethy , all temporall | 


_ things, ſo farre forth as may bee good | 
or them, belong unto them by :promiile:, 
For godlineſſe hath the promiſe of this life. 
It: (ball come to paſſe (ſaith the Lord ) if 


walk in my wayes IT will ao this, &rc. Why, 
they with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after a ſpe- 
clall manner preſent , this is their highway 
( as Salomon ſaith to depart from evill : that 
is; this is their daily endevour, to walke in 
all the waies of the Locd;and {o conſequent- 


ly, all temporall good of right belongs unto | 


them, 
But you will ſay, how is it then, that 
thoſe with whoſe {pirits Chriſt 1s moſt pre- 
ſent to make moſt tender for his honour, 
have: uſually 'leaft of all temporall good 
things? | 
To this the anſwer is eafie and manifold. 
Men with whofe {pirits Chrift is moſt pre- | 
{ent, to make them moſt tender to avoide 
ſinne, and to keepe themſelves pure, theſe 
the divell deth moſt of all maligne, and ſets 
his lIimmes to ſpotle them of their $g004seas the 


Authour 


—————_—_ —_— 


m_—_———— _ _—— >. ———— tt 


* his Church Militant "F = 
Anthour to the Hebrewes- ſaith , to keepe 
them from that , which Chriſt would have 


them advanced to; or elſe to ſtrip them of 
that, which Chriſt hath conferred on them, 


ne * 


by umpriſonment, baniſhment and the Like; 


and ſo make ſuch live in dens and holes, and 
caves of the earth; to wander in Deſerts 


and Wilderneſles, wearing ſheep $kinnes, 
and goat-$kinnes ,Jwhom*'the world 1s not 
worthy. Where aIpirit of malice and con- 
fuſion rules , *tis no marvell to ſee ſervants 


|{et on horſe-back, and Princes go on foot. - 


Secondly, men with whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is 
aftera ſpeciall manner preſent, he takes ſpe- 
ciall notice to what evill the ſpirit 1s molt 
enclined , and fo anſwerably gives of theſe 
outward things unto them. A wiſe Father 
hath his eye upon the diſpoſition of his 
child, and to what exorbitancie he findes 
him enclined, hee labours te prevent all oc- 
caſions to it, and ſo keeps his childe ſhort of | 
'What hee could otherwiſe liberally alow 
him. And thus *tis with our heavenly -Fa- 
ther,reſpe&ing Mis children : he eyes trictly 
their ſpirits , and if hee ſee them inclined to 
pride, covetouſnefle , or any other ſcanda- 
lous vice , he ſhortens them in that , which 


| 


[may foment theſe. At this (I thinke) /ames | 


may 
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may point, where he ſaith , Lee the rich re- 
Joyce inthat he is made low. Iam. 1. 10, God 
out of tender love to his children , oft times 
makes them poore in purſe , that they may 
become poore in ſpirit, and ſo capable ofthe | 
kingdom of heaven. Which rightly weigh | 
ed, 1s not matter of ſorrow, but matter of | 
Joy, as lames {aith. 
Thirdly, thoſe with whofe ſpirits Chriſt 
1s after a ſpeciall manner preſent , to guide 
themto walke in his wayes , and to keepe 
themſelves pure; Chriſt doth prove chemby 
povertie , as by other things z and hence it 
may .come to: paſſe; that Chriſtians very 
holy, may yet notwithſtanding be very de» 
ſtitute of the things of this life. Thus you 
know the Lord dealt with 1ob. Chriſt was 
after a ſpeciall manner preſent with his Spi- 
rit , to-guide him to walke uprightly above 
many 1n his time. Now to make knowne 
this to the world , to his om » and 
Tobs eternall honour, he ſtript [ob of all, and 


{ct him upon a dunghill, who before ſat with 
the chiefeſt in ſeats of honour. God: will 
| have the world know , that: thoſe with 
whole ſpirits hee is aftec a ſpeciall manner 
preſent, to guide and order them, are not as 
thoſe with whoſe ſpirits the divell is in a 
| ſpeciall 


| 
F 
| 
| 
I 
1 
[ 
; 
| 
| 


th 


hu Church Militant 91 
ſpeciall manner preſent, to guide and order; 
to wit , fuch as will winde and tune every 
way when put to it. 

Laſtly, thofe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is] 
after a ſpeciall manner preſent , they defire 
but little of the things of this life; and there- 
fore *tisno marvell, to ſee Chriſtians very 
ho] "ER very wealthy. Chriſtians with] 
whole ſpirit Chriſt is after a ſpeciall manner 
preſent, they only deſire daily bread; Agwrs 
portion, food convenient; and this the rd 
givesthem , and with this they are content» 
ed,which is the only wealthy eſtate, Chriſti- 
ans,with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after aſpe- 


aſter righteouſneſſe , not after riches in the 
world : they cover the beſt gifts, the une 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt, and not the fa 
ding riches of this life. Now Chriſt __ 
himſclfe, to be molt liberall inthe diſtributi- 
on of that, which the ſpirits of men moſt 


ans whoſe ſpirits moſt ſtrongly bend after 
porney qporrageed r mercie doth-moft 

itully apply bimfelfe , to give grace; 
acconding to that of Chriſt k Bleed are they 
that bunger and thirſt after righteouſntſſe, for 


clall manner preſent, they hunger and the fil 


bend after; in mercy, or in juſtice. Chriſti-| 


"hey ſeal be fled: Chriſtians whoſe ſpirits 
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moſt ſtrongly bend after worldly riches, to |} | 
theſe oft times Chriſt in juſtice moſt libe- |} |P 
rally applyes himſelfe to give thoſe, accor- |Þl | 
ding to that of the Pſalmiſt, hoſe belly thou | |V 
fileſt with thy hid treaſurc. According like- | |® 
wile to that of So/omor, There t a ſore evill ||| 
which 1 have ſeene under the Sun, namely, ris lt 
ches kept for the owners thereof to their buyt : [| 
 Pfal, 17. 11. Eccleſ 5.13, The objection IN 
being thus anſwered, the argument 1s {till of || 
force. That to have Chriſt with our ſpirits, | 
is the way to all temporall good,and fo con- ||" 
ſequently, a prime and principal bleſſieg* d 
But that I may yet more fully fpeake in | 
this argument, note that temporall good, is C 
either poſitive, or privative ; (if I may for d 
illuſtrations ſake ſo diſtinguiſh.) Temporall N* 
good in a politive ſenſ(e;is that ſecular thing, 
which is init {elfe good ; as bread,and cloa- |" 
thing, and the like, of which wee have al- ||| 
ready ſpoken. 0 
Temporall good privatively fo called, 1s d 
attiAion ordered to a mans good, which in |* 
t felfe is not ſo, Now all thoſe with whole |} 
ſpirits Chriſt is preſent, are partakers of this 
temporall good. All outwatd crofles tend 
to.their inward gaine, becauſe Chriſt is with 


"4 
-—— 


Ca 


| their ſpirits. ' Forall outward troubles are 
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heavier or lighter, more hurtfull or more 
profitable ſtill to a man, as Chriſt is pleaſed 
to order his Spirit under them. A little out- 
ward trouble, if Chriſt let it ſeizeupon a 
mans ſpirit, he quickly ſinks and dyes under 
his burthen, according to that of the Apo- 
tle, worldly ſorrow canſeth death. The loſle 
of a wife or husband ; nay, the lofle of a 
child or friend ;-nay, the lofle of the leaſt 
outward-content, if Chriſt ſtand aloofe from | 
1 mans-4pirit, and let it falten upon him, he 
will foone languiſh, and bleed inwardly to 
death ; whereas all outward atfi;&ions,mee- 
| ting together upon the outward man, if 
. [Chriſt be with the ſpirit, to ſapport and 
r (Þceareup-that, a Chriſtian ſweetly ſubmits, 
1 and Keeps on his way, according to that of 
the Apoſtle, Kejoycing in hopr, patient in tri- 
- Mo: lation, continaing inſtant in prayer : Rom. 
- 12.12. Now Chril tenderly watches,when : 
outward troubles begin to take hold of that 
pirit, with whomrhee is ſpecially preſent, 
and then hee quickly releeves and eaſes 1t; | 
Find not only fo , but ſandtifes it, to the | 
irawing of ſuch a ſpirit nearer to God in 
love, according to that of David, Pfal 116. | 
1,2. { love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my 
vozce, and my ſupplications, becauſe hee hath | 

inclined 
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inclined his eare unto me, therefore will I call || | 
pon him as long as T live, Adde this to the [| | 
former, that to have Chriſt with our ſpirits; {| « 
isthe ready way to all temporall good, whe- 
ther p:ſrive , or privative ; and you mult IN|: 
needs grant it to bea principallbleſhng. Il 
| Secondly, thoſe with whoſe {ſpirits || 
Chriſt is ſpecially preſent, are inthe ready || \ 
| way to all fpirituall good : and therefore ||| ! 
thusto have Chriſt preſent with our ſpirits, | - 
muſt needs be counted a principall bleſſing. || t 
Chriſt is the author and worker of all grace; ill c 
and therefore ſuch ſpirits muſt needs de ve- || 
rie gracious with whom Chriſt is. The pla- | © 
ces are holy whereunto the eArk, of the Lord 0 
hath come, ſaith Solomon, 2 Chron.8.11. -I Il \ 
may truly ſay it of Chriſt, which the Ark ty- |}! 


pifted. The ſpirits are holy with whom [ 
briſt is, and where noly Chriſt comes. 
They are at the well-head for holineſle, E 
| which have holy Chriſt with their ſpirits: [© ) 
They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, © 
are in the ready way to the verie height of | 7 
heavenly wiſdome as Chrilt is. With him ji 
are all the treaſures of wiſdome. Hee that ||} ti 
lyesin thy boſome, teaching thee wiſdome | 1s 
ſecretly, came out of the verie boſome.of | !! 
the Almightic, and knoyes all things ; _ V 
b— —— 
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| Way, tO Joy unſpeakable and fell of glorie. 
Theſe things have [ ſpoken unto youy & ce ſaid 
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he gives ſuch an union to that Spirit which 
ke teaches, that hee makes it know and diſ- 
cerne all things too. 

They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, 
are in the ready way tothe verie height of 


b—_— 


love, Which is the glorie of all graces, 1a the | 


ſight of God and man for there is no ſuch 
worker and winner of love, as Chriſt is, If 
hee doe but pmt in hu finger F the See of the 
deoxe, hee will make a mans bowels melt af- 
ter him, If hee doe but reveale his love to 
our ſpirits alittle; our ſpirits grow ſick of 
love unto him. He will wound us with one 
of -his eyes, ſo full of beautie is hee. - Let a 
mans ſpit be never ſo cold; yet if Chriſt be 
with it, he is in the ready way to burn with 
love to Chriſt, as ſtrong as death,which ma- 
ny waters cannot quench. 

They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, 
are in the ready way to the verie height of 
joy and conſolation : they are in the ready 


Chriſt to his Diſciples. Chriſt ſpeaks ſuch 
things to the {pirits of thoſe with whom he 
Is preſent ; as fills. their ſpirits with joy, to. 
the veric brim s and this oft times in.the- 
verice deprtxof all outward extremitie. The 
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Church doth darkly hint this. The Comfor- 
ter which ſhould releeve my ſoule is far from 
me: Lam.1.16. As ifthe Church had ſaid, 
though my- outward miſerie be exceeding 
great , yet if the Comforter did but keep 
cloſe to my ſpirit,I ſhould have as much con- 
ſolation as my heart-could hold, in the midſt 
of alliny 'miſerie : but this is my milerie, 
that the Comforter which ſhould releeve 
my ſoule is far from me : out of the hearing 

ſighs and. groans : nay, out of the hea- 
ring of ſtrong cryes ; he i angrie againſt my 
prayers. Ina word, a Chriſtian which hath 
Chriſt with his ſpirit, is 1n the ready way to 
| excell in vertue, as David layes: to excel 
in all vertue ; to be wiſer than hys teachers; 
more excellent in all grace than his neigh- 
bours. And therefore, to have Chriſt preſent 
with our ſpirits, muſt needs be counted and 
called, A prime and principall bleſſing. 

Laſtly, to have Chriſt with our ſpirits, 15 
the ready way unto eternall good z and 
therefore a principall bleſſing. As a ftone 
1 carries with it, whatſoever light thing be 
faſtened to it,unto its own center ; ſo Chriſt 
| whoſe proper place of reſidence is Heaven, 
carries with him thither, all ſach ſpirits as 
to whom he is united on earth. If we have 
a ſpecial 
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a ſpeciall friend at Court, we count that we. 
are 1n a ready way to [ce all the pomp of the 
Prince. Chriſt hath the keyes of Heavei; 
and Hell ; hee opens and no: man ſhuts ; 
ſhats;and no-man canopen : all with whoſe 
ſpirits he hath dwelt, and been kindly uſed 
upon earth, hee knowes ; and when they 
ſhall knock at thoſe everlaſting gates, hee. 
will open.and let them 1n to everie roome 
in his royall dwelling, and ſhew them all 
the glorie which he had with his Father be- 
fore the world was. *Iis betweene Chriſt 
and that ſpirit with whom he lives, as be-} 
tweene Nami and Ruth : where the one: 
lives the other will. Wailelt ſuch ſpirits] 
live 1n the body, Chriſt will live with them 
there ; when they remove out of the body,| 
Chriſt will not leave them ( death cannit 

ſep:rate) but commands his Angels to bring | 
them to eternall manſions with himſelfe. 
Chriſt which is lifted up to glorie-himſelfe, 
will draw up all fuch unto him, as in waoſe, 
{>irits hee dwels, and no [trength ſhall bee 
able to withſtand him; none ſhall pluck ſach 
out of his hand, Uxio cum Chrifto,. ct waio| \ 4 
inumibilts, | CE 
| If to have Chriſt with our ſpirits bee a| 2 
grand favour, not to ore bun.with our {p:- | ; 
| ©: foe rits. \ 


i 
—_—_— 


"— _ — 


Chrifts Communion with | 


that beſt garment, as the Father of the Pro- 
digallcals him, can make cloathing and my- 
nition for the ſoule. A-mans ſpirit without 
Chriltis as a naked body amongſt thornes, 
everie thorne pierceth, and everie bryar 
{cratcheth, and tercheth bloud from ſuch a 
body ; ſo worldly cares and worldly feares, 
when ſtrong, will pierce ſuch a naked ſpirit 


mad, it God-(unſought) doe not ſcaſonably 
ſtep in and bridle the Bedlam. A mans ſpi- 
rit without Chrilt, is- as a naked body a- 


Irie ſeed of the Serpentitings and poyſons to 
death ſuch naked *ſoules; by their threat- 
{aings, flatteries, examples, and thelike. A 
mans ſpirit without Chriſt, 1s-as a naked bo- 


fare ſuddenly ſcorcht and contaumed ; fo ſuch 
aaked foules are ſuddenly blaſted, by the fie- 
te datts of the Devill; and ſo fuddenly oft 
Ames goe from burning to burnjag ; from 
-urnanz in ſin, to burning in Hell, 


A mans 
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thotow and rhorow, and make him- run| | 


monglt Serpents; everie Serpenttings and 
venoms ſucha naked bodyro death ; fo-eve- 


dy in great blaſts of lightning ;-ſuch bodies 
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2A mans ſpirit without Chriſd is! notortly 


: 
| 
naked, but blind too. Anaked than having. | 
his ſight, may make ſomeſhift ; but a man] 


naked and blind too; 15 in 2 miſerable belp- 
lIeſieſtate indeed : and juſt ſuch is the ſtate! 
and condition of everie mans ſpirit,that hath 
not Chriſt with its for as the Sur 1n the 


'condition wee ſhould all be in, if the Sun 
were darkened, or had utterly forſaken onr 
Horizon ; or do bur think of chat darkneſſe, 
which was upon the Agyptians for a little 


time, when no man could: ſtir ont of. his} 


dark dolorous condition of a ſpirit withoarl 


place; and ſuch and much worle 15 the! 


' Chriſts notable to ſee thelealt beame of tas" 


. 


Heavensis the eye andlight of the greater}, 
world; 1o the Sun of tighteouſneſle Chriſtzis]| 
the eye and light of the lefler world, man. | 
| Now doe but imagine what a dark dolorous| 
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ving light, not ableto ſtir a TOPRA his: | 


place; 1 :!nthe way thatleadsto life. 
| » A” mans fpirit- withont Chriſt'-is'not 
ofely: blind, but ditnd too. A nian that 


| 


i; btiad, - yer-if hee can ſpeake, can Veg 


for that Which hee -cannot ſee its 'worke 
fo. _ But when a man is” blinde;, -an4 


dimb:too;; that hee: cafi-neither- help-him 


t :1fe, nor bes of otheis,-hee is ina: dole 
F 2 fu 
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full condition indeed; and juſt ſuchis the 
condition of every mans ſpirit that hath not 
Chriſt with it. For as Chriſt is Eyes to the 
ſoule;ſo he is a Mouth and Tongue, cnabling 
to'cry eAbba Father. Vnleſle the ſpirit of 
Chril be with our ſpirits, helpingour infir- 
mities, who are goaly ; we are dumb, and 
not able to ſpeak to our owne Father, as a- 
dopted children for daily bread ; much more 
unable to beg for life, to the dreadfull Judge 
of all the world, mult all ungodly perſons 
needs be, whoſe ſpirits are altogether with- 
out-Chriſt, as an helper. I would have all 
men that live in their fins, think ſerjouſly of 
this ; when Chriſt as the dreadfull Judge 
- [of all the-world at the great day jhall ask 
*.lyou, What you have to ſay for your ſelves, - 
= bat you ſhould not eternally dye for your 
in which you have lived, you will bee 
- -[like'tbat man which was without his wed- 
; |ding garment, dumb and not able to ſay a 
- {ward for your ſelves, becauſe Chriſt is not 
with. your ſpirits. - 'Tis impoſlible that a 
3K awne guiltic ſpirit ſhould be_able to 
look the terrible Judge of men'and Devils 
n the fage} much lefſe ſpeake a word for 
MExcie , | ele the Almightie Spirit of 
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| Chriſt be with it, to aid it. Many ignorant 
Hp b - Wretches 
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wretches ſooth themſelves with this, that 
they will at laſt cry Lord, Lord, and fo 
prevaile quickly for pardon with him, who 
is infinite in mercie. Why, but think on 
this, O1gnorant ſoule 1 No mancancall Ie- 
ſs Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. Thou wilt 
not 1n thy greateſt need be able to cry Lord, 
Lord, unlefſe the Lotd be with thy ſpirit. 
Death will ſting thee, conſcience willgnaw 
thee, Chriſt will condemne thee, Devils 
w1ll teare thee ; and yet wilt not. thou bee 
able tocry, Lord, Lord, have mercie on me, 
unlefte the-Lord be' with why ſpirit: but in 
ltead of-crying Lord; Lord, for mercie,' thop 


wilt burne in '\malice againſt the Lord, and | 


curſe and blaſpheme as Devils and damned 
wretches doe. Halt thou never ſcene con: | 
demned wretches, not only dumb,vut with- | | 
all; deſperate too : and leap off the ladder} | 
themſelves, without either. asking God or |. 
man forgiveneſſe ? Thus in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
and much worſe, wilt thou doe 1a the great 
day of judgement, for as much as Chriſt is 
not with thy ſpirit, 7 
Fourthly, a mans ſpirit without Chriſt-1s 
not only blind and dumb, but deafe too. And 


| if a man be blind and dumb, yet if 'hee-can 


heare, he may make fome ſhift to belp hiim-] ' 
F 3 ſelfe :} 
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| {elfe : wefollow a thing (we know) ſome- 
tiqaes by the ſound, when wee-cannet {ee it, 
nor ſpeak what itis ; but when a man is na- 
ked, blund, dumb, and deafe too, hceis in a 
helpleſle condition:indeed ; and juſt ſuch is 
the ſtate of a mans ſpirit without Chriſt. 
For Chriſt, as he is Eyes and Tongue, ſo he 
1is Eares alſo tothe ſoule of man. Hence it 
is that /ob> ſpeaks ſo frequently of ſpirituall 
{hearing, after a Hypothetical! manner : Hee 
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[ baveſpirituall diſcerning, Let him heare what 
Ihe Spirit ſarth fo tbe Conrchet. Intimating 
that a ſpirituall eareis a verie rare thing to 
be found, that which no man hath, but hee 
which bath Chriſt with his ſpirit, that hath 
{ had his cares bored by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
4as the Scripture ſpeaks ; all others are as 
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1 would have all thatlive intheir ſins, fert- 
 oufly conſider this too, as a further degree of 
unkappinefſe. You tell us that you will 
turne from your ſins hereafter, and-obey.the 
call of God in the Miniftrie of his Word : 
butlet mee ask you this ; Have you not hi- 
{therto turned the deafe care upon God ?, 
{Yes : I and ſo you will:doe for the time to 
þ | come; 
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jihat hath aneare,c5c, That is, if any man | 


\deafe as Adders,and cannot heare the voyce| 
ofthe Chatmer, charme he never ſo wiſcly.| 
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{is nolife, there isnoteeling. You know the 
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come ; and the reaſon of both, theſame ; 
becauſe Chriſt is not with your ſpirits. Let 
mercies call , corre&ions call ; let friends 
call, tather call, mother call, husband call, 
wife call ; let Miniſters call,confcience call; 
nay, let Chriſt himſclfe call, in what voyce. 
he will, ſtill voyce, or lowd voycezin words 
never fo pleaſing, or never ſo piercing, yet 
wilt-not thou heare, becaufe Chriſt is not 
with thy fpirit ; but with Salomons foole, 
wilt on 1n thy ſins,and beeternally punithed.| 
Fifthly, a mans ſpirit without Chrilt is 
without fee/:-g., ity a dead palkie all over, 
which /hew dolorous ſuch a ftate-is, macor- 
porallfenfe, you know z nuch more doo»! 
rous ina {pirituallfenſe, I am ſure, As the 
fpiritof man can neitherſee,-{peak,nor hear, | 
{o neither can it feele, wittiout the Spirit of 
Chriſt. The ſpirit of man without the Spi- 
rit of Chrilt, 1s dead, Chriſt is to-our {pirits, 
as our ſpirits are unto our bodtes, their life ; 
and hfe is the principle of feeling; for the 
dead tecle nothing. When Chriſt which 3s 
our [life] [halt appeare, &c. Where there is| 
no Chritt, thereisno hte ; and where there | - 


| Apoſtle ſpeaks of fome that were peſt fec- 


l5ug, having;given themſelves aver to baſcivis | 
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onſneſſegto worke all uncleauneſſe with greedi- | 
eſſe. There the Apoſtle ſpeakes of ſucha | 
ſenſleſneſſe, as lies upon the ſoule by a ſe-| 
| cond act of divine juſtice, All humane fpi- | 
rits by the firſt a& of divine jultice upon | 
Adam, are naturally paſt feeling, and would jþ 
giveup themſelves unto all wickednes with || 
greedines,d1d not God reſtraine. To be paſt 
feeling in this latter ſenſ{e,notes principally a 
want of divine affection ; when finne doth 
not kindly affect the fonle with ſorrow; 
[as in the former ſenſe, when inne doth not 
at all affte& the foule with forrow : when 
| holy wayes and works doe not kindly affe&t 
the ſoule with joy ; as in the. other fenſe, 
when they doe not affe& the ſoule with joy 
at all ; but rather ditturbe and provoke to 
| paſlion and malice. . 

I would have all that live in their ſinnes, 
{criouſly thinke on this allo, as a farther de- 
greeof unhbappineſſe. You have heard nia- 
ny powerfull Sermons, which you have {een 
work admirably upon others , and yet they 
have made no impreſſion upon your ſpirits; 
and many kundred more may you heare,and 
no divine impreſſion at laſt be made;and the 
reaſon of both , one and the ſame ; becauſe 
- Chrilt is not with your ſpirits;and by oy 
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Bl | ſmite,and his Miniſter ſmite,and conſctenee 


I | »<1mitten with puniſhment.,, to affedt the 
1 | foule with ſinne, yet will itnotRir and com- 


of God; Which 1s a terme apply ed-in Scrip- 


Ver. 
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of this, your hearts are as Adamants, which 
every ſtroke hardens, but not breaks it. Let | 
the-maſter ſmite,and the man {mite;let God | 


ſnite,; nay, let every member of the bodie 


plaine,unlefſe Chriſt be withit,  _ | 


” 


Finally, a mans ſpirit without.Chrjlt , 1s | _ 
without taſting or ſmelling ; totheſc fenſes 

alſo ( you know ) the Scripture doth allude, ||: 
and therefore fitly here may T., to ſet. forth 
fully, the unhappy ;condition of every ſpirit] 
without - Chrilt. You know the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of ſome, that ſavenred not the things 


ture,to the ſenſe of ſmelling as well as: to | 
the ſenſe of taſting , and therefore for bre- | 
vitie ſake do here joyne both ſenſes toge- 

ther, in a Spirituall way of alluſion. Why al } 
that have not Chriſt with their ſpirits , ace, 
ſuch as cannot rightly ſavexr fpirizual things; 
ſuch pas butter for (weet , and ſweet for bit= 


I would haye all yon that live-in your ſins, 
criouſly thinke on this too, as a further de- | 
gree'of unhappineſſe. You come oft timesto | 


Wiſedomes home; and though ſhee prepare | 
YRIna C230... 
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nothing, but ſome by things , that lie about 


And would you know the reaſon of this? 
*tis becauſe Chriſt is not with your ſpirits. 


| yea, and on threatnings too : To the hungry 


|"Altthat is $004 and wholefome goes down 


- 
- 


| come frequently to Wiſedomes houſe, who 
-and yet you have leane ſhrivel'd ſoules,like 
| Men. in a conſumption : every one tels you, 
that you look as if you were ſtarved, ſpeak 
and live, as it you never heard a good Ser- 
A monfrom yeers end, to yeers end: they tell 
| need the'benefit of all the ſpirits , that every 
diſh at Wiſdomes table can yeeld, to re 
then you,and recover you,and yet every di 
*almolt goes againſt your ſtomacks; and that 
you doe eat , 1s Without ſavour or any other 
'Yertue , and foyon languifh with all dain- 
ties before you'; and thus you will goe on 
hnguifhing , untill you que confitine and 
| veriſh eternally, unleſs Chriſt be with your 


þ 
. 


yot all Spirituall d ainties, y et you canreliſh 
thediſb, ratherfor ornament, then for food. || 
Tf Chriſt were with you,you would feed on} 
every diſh at Wiſedomes table, on promiſes, || 
{ fonle,cvery bitter rhing « fweer, ſaith Solomon, || 
well, where Chrift is with the Spirit, You|, 


keeps a Table here and ,twere for a King, || 


yon that youare fo leane and feeble,that you} 


[ ſpirits. IM 
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| regenerate part Is vigoroms , 1n refer 
| all righteous ak . b [#1 
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to. have Chriſt with our ſpirits ; lo itisa | 
prime andprincipall evill and aohappineſle, 


fore having laid open both before you, let 
me.entreatyou all to look in upon your tpi-| 
rits, & {ee who keeps company with them, | 
Chriſt or the divel; one of theſe two is with | 
al our fpirits.If Chriſt be not withour ſpirits, 
the devill is and will be. If Chriſt be with } 
your [pirits,accordiag to the ſcnſe-and mea- 
ning of t | | 
it by thele two things., che bodie 24 dead br- 
canſe of ſin;e& the ſpirit ts life becauſe of righte= 
ouſneſſe. *Tis Pauls CharaRer of Chrilts fpe- 
ciall preſence 1n the ſoul of man upon earth, 
and therefore of ſtrong authoritie. And if 
Chriſt be in you, the bodie ts dead becauſe 


weſſe, Rom8.10.) The body is dead becauſe 


deſtroyed, as inreſpeR of the gaile of it, ſo 


wa 


not. tobave Chriſt with our ſpirits. Where-| 


he Apoſtle zn.my text, you ſhall find | 


_ Youſee(I ſuppole plainly by this eime, E 
| that as it isa prime an principall happineſte 


of 
ſons, barthe ſpirit 1 life becauſe of righteouſ-| 


of ſinne : that is, the body of corruption is | 
inreſpeRofthe dominion of it, And #be fpi-| 


rit is life becauſe of righteonſneſſe : that js, the | ' 
| | enceto | 
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your bodies be dead becauſe of finne's whe- 
ther you labour'to bring every rhought into 
| ſubjettion to Chriſt; or whether you aoe not 
| allow your {elves liberty to ſome evill, out of |- 
| love to' ſome pleaſure or profit ; 'which' is 
that principally, wherein the dominion ot 
| finne conſifteth; as Paw{hints unto us, where| 
| he ſaith , The evill which I doe, 1 allow mt, 
| That is, I doe not approve of it in my heart, 
| nor plead for it with my tongue ; but ſtrive 
| againſt it with all my Aron? and'1t would 
. | be more joy to mee, to be rid of it, thenif 1 
had a Kingdome- conferred to mee. This is| [| 
| | the languageright , of one that hath Chriſt 
- | with his ſpirit. 
| Secondly, ſee whether your ſþirirs be alive] || | 
- | becanſe of righreoufneſſe, it you would know 
{. | whether Chriſt be with yonrſpirits or not. 
| See whether holy wayes doe heartily affe&t| 
| you. 1 rejoyced when they ſaid, Comelet 
| us goe tothe houſe of. the: Lord , faith the 
Pſalmiſt. He ſpake like a man,having Chrift 
indeed with his ſpirit : his ſpiritleapt with-|- 
| {inhim, likethe babe in E/:zaberb wombe, 
when they ſpake of. drawing neere to God, 
in the duties of his worſhip, A Chriſtian | JF |- 
that hath Chriſt with his ſpirit, ſees atakivg | I | 
$3 | tranſcendant beautic in ee ar fo Sh | 
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they tre all. wayes of pleaſure , and puber of | 
peace;” Which is ſpoken in reference to ſuck |. 
as have Chriit with their ſpirits : for others|. 
finde no ſuch thing inthem. . And. his ſpirit |, 


opensin them like flowers in'the Sunne,and 
{melles fragrantly,ehe- bends and cleaves to 
them;in love to that ſouls \weetneſſe,which 
he findes-in them. And if you tinde theſe 
things in you; I thinke I may ſafely tell you 
to your comfort , that Chrilt is with your 
ſpirits. | 

I, may turne this Character into another 


that he which 75.poyn:d to the Lord i one ſpirit. 
1.Cor 6.t17- hey that have Chriſt with 
their ſpirits: are one {pitit with Chriſt, This 
expretlion (I conceive) 1s ſomething ex- 
plained by tacſe following words ; 4nd the 


heart and one ſomle:: Aﬀts 4.32. or asthe ori- 
ginall hatht'5 #-:01@ 2; # Yoxh 113; Peart & ſoul 
one: They thar have Chriit with their ſpj- 


They doe idem velle ; &f id:m role, What 


© his Chureb Militant.» To 9, 


form,as Pax/ doth and tell you in his words, | 


multitude of thim that beleeved, were of oxe| 


rits, are” heart and 'ſoule one with Chriſt. |. 


Chriſt loves,they love;and what Chriſt bates| 
they hate: Chriſt: loves righeoufneflle, and} 
hates. iniquitie 3 Thon hait loved rigbteenſ-| - 


| n:fſe,aud aicd iniquity CreÞPlal4 137; They 


that 


 "_ 
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that have Chrilt with their ſpirits, are heart 
and ſoule one with Chrilt in this. They love 
righteouſneſle, that is , all ri 


condemnes,. 'Twas Chriſts meat and drink, 
to do his Fathers will; they that have Chriſt 
with their ſpirits; are one ſpnit with Chriſt 


faith So/ommon, Chriſt wastenderadout keep- | 


break one of the leaft Commaniements , and 
teach wen ſo, hee ſhall be called the lraft in the 
Kingdome of Heaven. Mat.5. 19. They that 
have Chriſt with their ſpirits , are heart and 
ſoule one with Chriſt in this;they are tender 
to keep all Gods Commandments : leſt, as 
wellas greateſt. So /hall not be confounded, 


place fore-cited ſo, as it Chrift.did acconnt | 
of one part of his Fathers will above ano- 


Phar:ſa»nm mere, in the Phariſes 


| ghteous wayes: | 
{and hate iniquity;that is,all that Gods word 


in this; *7's joy to the juſt ro doo judgement, | 


ing the.leaſt Commandement, as well as} 
about keeping the greateſt, ihoſoever fbal | 


whilſt 1 have reSpett unto all thy Commenide- (| 
ments faith Dana. I doe notconceive the || 


To_ 
1aleR, | | 
"who would make the world beleeve , that 


they mightily laboured to:keepe ome pre-| 


cepts, but othersthey thought;, as: many: of | 


s now de, thatthey need notta be fo ſtride] 


I 
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about. Now Chriſts tenderS pirifor his Fa- 
thers honour, could not broo: 
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Relivion z and they that have Chriſt with 


their ſpirits , are heart and foule one with} 


Chriſt m this, That Commandement which 
the moſt fay is one of the /caff, and may bee 
diſpenſed withall; or atleaſt need not bee fo 
ſtri&tly look't nnto ; -that, as well as any o- 
ther, whil'(t a precious part of Chriſts will, 
a man that hath Chriſt with his ſpirit , will 


we tender to obſerve. Davids ipitit ſmote | 


him , for cutting off the lap of Saxfs gar- 


ment , as well as for cutting off the he of | 
Priab : which plainely ſhewes, that men] 


which have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are. 


tender about the avoiding of ſmall fins , as|. 


well as great. 


Now poſlibly ſome of you by what hath]. 
been ſaid , may ſee, that asyet you have not]. 


Chriſt with your ſpirits; I ihall addrefle my, 
ſelfe in the firſt-place, particularly.toſpeake 


to you; and then inthe ſecondplace, I ſhall] 
addreſſe my ſelfe , particularly to-ſpeake to} 
{ach of you, as have by. what: hath beene]- 
aid, diſcerred that: Chriſt is indeed with]: 
our ſpirits, To you: which. by -what hath; 
Yeen faid, fee; that-28 yet Chriſt is not with]: 


this halting in| - 


| 


your ſpirits ; I have ondly theſe two-things|. 
FO gs 


| 
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oh owe yorgrat wang 


In 


{nours; nay, thou were better want bread 


| 


— 


{thy heart. Thou were better want thy deere 
Husband , thy ſweet Wife, toke in thy bo- | 


{ want under heaven, that makes a hell to a 


——— 
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ta ſay, labour to bewaile your great want;as 


| peſos , deeply ſenſible of it; and then la- 


our. to get thus great want ſpeedily lup- | 
plied. 

Firſt, labour to bewaile your great want, 
as perſons deeply affected with it. *Tis the 
greateſt want n'the World, to want Chriſt 
to be with a mans ſpirit. Other wants may 
be aftiicting wants , but this 1s a damning 
want, Other wants may make thee deſpi- 


CES 


ter Want riches, thou were better want ho- 


to put in thy head, then want Chriſt tobe in 


tome , then want Chriſt to lie there. Nay, 
thy ſoule were better to be withont thy do- 
die, then without Chriſt. If there bee any 


man, upon earth, it is this; to want Chriſt to 
be with his fpirit. For what is it that makes 
hell, hell ? a place full of fin, and full of mi- 


ſry ? butthis; that Chriſt isnot with thole | 
| {paes: they are {pirits everlaſting] exclu- 


ed,from all communion with Chritt: - Now 


whereas great Wants, make you complaine | 


ſed of men,bat this want will make theefor ; 
ever tobe abhor'd of God. Thou were bet- |-} 


— 


_ heavily: If 
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heavily, and mourne bitterly, beg the Lord 
to make thele things ſinke into your ſpirits, 
that you may de ſenſible of this great want of 
wants , that your ſpirits are without Chriſt, 
1\and ſo without God in this world ; that: fo | 
J/ all forrow for ethers wants, may meet and 
q| rannc in one channell, to bewaile this great | 
J| want. Sanls ſpeech tv his ſervant, 1 may 
here fitly allude to, Come let xs returue (laid 
he) l-/t my Father leave caring for the +ſſer, | 
| 4rd take thought for us. If you that mourne 
J| for this want,and that want: did-but feel the 
want of Chriſt with your ſpirits; you would 
with.K;/h quickly leave mourning tor triſles, 
and begin to mourne for things of waight. 
Come, O my foule | ceaſe mourning for fa- 
ther and mother; ceafe mourning for huf- 
band and wife , for children and ſubſtance; 
and begin to-mourne for this; that thou yet 
liveſt Chriftlefle,and art in the ready way to 
die,and periſh remedileſſe. | 
| When you have got your hearts to bleed 
inwardly, under your great. want; then cry |. 
' mightily-to the Lord, and ſupply it. : Ando 
| make your. prayers prevalent , urge the.pro- 
\nuiſe of God, wherein: hee hath: engaged 
himſclfe to dee good in- Chrilt ,..to: them 
that are efarre off. Thy foule thou uy ja 
— arre 
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'farrc off from Chriſt : why , the promiſe. 
( faith the Apoſtle ) of Chriſt and falvation, 
by him is toſuch. For the promiſe w to Jou 

and to your chiidren, ard to all that are |_ a far 

off. ] This Perer ſpake by way of comtortas' 
now I doe, to ſuch as felt their ſpirits with- 

out Chriſt; without grace and hope of glo- 

[rte. Chriſt youſee is under a generall pro- 

miſe, and therefore no ſoule ſhould deſpaire 

| of obtaining him. Hee is promiſed to'the 

Jews,and not onely to them, but to us Gen- 

tes, who ſometimes were afarre off , not 
. [to this Gentile or that , but to all thatare 
prickt in heart for the want of him. Fur 
the Promiſe «40 you and to your ch:ldren , awd 
to.allthat aye afarre off. Let every one there- 
fore uponthis ground , that feeles his fpirit 
prickt and wounded,;for want of Chrittztake 
+-a9qgy tohimſelte, and goe unto God, rand 
ſay. . 

| O God ! my ſoul is a poor Chriſtleſſe ſoul. 
1 tinde by wofull experience,that the Lord 
leſus is not with my ſpirit , by reaſon of 
Which I live wickedly tothy diſhonour,and 
{hall, I know nothow foone, dic miferably, 
|to mine one cternall undoing , if thou'doe 
not:{hew- mercte/upon tnee , according'to 
{thy pronuſe, Thou'haſt ſaid that _ ou 
= eſtow 
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beltow Chriſt, grace and ſalvation , upon 
them that are afar off ; make-good thy gra- 


Chriſt, grace andall good; to ſhalt thou ot 
ge mee forever unto thee ; and I thall tell 
of thy goodaeſle as long as I live. 

Having thus ſpoken what I thought fit, 
to ſuch as tinde by what was formerly deli- 
vered, that Chrilt is not with their {ptrits; 
[ ſhall in the next place ſpeak unto you, that 
by what was formerly delivered, ftinde,that 
Chriſt is with your ſpirits. Something by 
way of counſell, and ſomething by way of 
Conſolation , 1 have to deliver unto you- 
Three things by way of counſell, 1 would 
commend .unto you : thankefally acknomleage 
this great favour; carefully preſerve 1t; and i= 
areftrionſly labour to augment it. | 

Firlt, thankfully dmowiedge this great 
favour. *Tis a pearle of great (price, that 
God hath caft intothy bolome,togive Chrift 
to be with thypirit : and for great favours, 
every ane will acknowledge it very fit, and 
Juſt, that they ſhould beethankfull. *Tis a 
jewell that Chriſt ſcarce gives to'one of ten 
thouſand: and for rare gifts, every one will 
readily confefle it to be great ingrattude, 


not thankfully to acknowledge them. _ 
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clous premiſe to me, whole ſpirit is far from | - 


—_ a a 


116 Chriſts Communion with 


pol wn ———_ Kao a 


lie , like their father the devill ? Why thou 
| wouldeſt have beene ſuch anone; had not 
God given Chriſt to bee with thy. ſpirit. 
Doeſt thou not ſee ſome drunkards, ſome 
whoreimaſters, ſome murderers ſome perſe- 
cutors of the Saints ? Why thou would'it 
have been ſuch an one, if God had not gi- 
ven Chriſt to be with thy ſpirit. Doeſt thou 
'not_ſee ſome make a God of their bel'y, 


them the evill day , living as if they ſhould 
never die ? Why, thou weuldeſt have been 
{ſuch an'one, had not God given Chrilt to be 
with thy ſpirit. Doeſt_ thou not ſec ſome 
Navals,lome /cz.abels,lome Cains,lome Dc- 
maſes , lome Tudaſes? Why, amongſt the 
number of theſe wouldeſt thou have been, 
had not God given Chriſt to bee with thy 
ſpirit. , Wherefore magnifie the Lord with 


praiſe his holy Name. Thinke but how it 
was with thee, when: thy ſpirit was with- 
out Chriſt. How foeliſhthon waſt ſerving di- 
vers luſts: how the God of this world which 
rules nughtily in the children of diſ{obedi- 
ence, didrule mightily in thee. How weak 


—r 


thou not heareſome fwear,ſome curſe,ſome ®# 


{ome make a God of their wealth; {ome 
(proud, ſome mad, ſome putting far from | 


all thy might , and let allthat is within thee 
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ried captive of everic luſt. How drunken 
thus, and another day thou thoughtlt quite 


thee till, to have gone on thus, untill thou 


{ands, & then be unthankful for the, commu- 
nion of Chriſt with thy ſpirit, it thou canſt, 
It was this conſideration that ſet Pan a, 
wondring at the goodnefle of the Lord, 7 
WAS A blaſphemer, a perſecntonr, CC yer [ obs 
tained mercic. Hee circumflexes this terme 
17] jet | 7] obtained mercie,8C+ It was 


| wonderfull in his eye, that God ſhould give 


Chriſt to dwell with ſuch a bloudy blaſphe- 
ming ſpirit, as tee had. In this way let us 
goeto work, to raiſe our dull ſpirits,to mag- 
nifie the free goodneſle of the Lord: for 'tis 
a work of all works, that God loves, I was 


:man of a verie proud, paſſionate, malici- 
ous , uncleane ſpirit ; and yet I obtained 


this depraved ſpirit, and.in a little time hee 
hath done verie much, and made a manifeſt 
change in. my ſpirit; of verie proug,he hath 


117 | 
| [thy ſpirit was, and eaſily overcome and car- 


thy ſpirit was, a'1d reel'd from one opinion | 
|to another ; one day thou thoughtit thus and 


contrarie. I ſay,do but think of theſe things] 
and how the Lord might juſtly have lctt |; 


hadlt periſhed, as hee. hath done-many thous | 


mercie. God hath given Chriſt to be with. 


made | 
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| made 1t in ſome meaſure humble ; of verie 


verie uncleane, in ſome:meaſure continent. 


| ble & bis mercie, and by love paſt finding ont? 
i p S 
Secondly, as L would have you thank- 
fully acknowledge this great favour, fo I 
| would have you carefully labour to preſerve 
it, You find that you have Chriſt with your 


| wert better loſe rhy life, than loſe. the ſpe- 
ciall preſence of Chriſt withthis ſpirit. *'Tis 
-| a-prime and principall blefling, as thou haſt 
heard ; ableſling of more worth than this 
world ; nay, of more worth than thy ſoule, 
| which Chriſt values above the world. Now 
| choyce things, wee are uſually verie carefull 


—__ 


{I-know) can no man lofe, which hath bim 
after-a ſpeciall manner, preſent with bis ſpt 
| ri: bat according to-ſome prime-and prin- 
| cipall operations, hee may : according to 0- 
thers, verie far, though not totally. A man 
| nay Joſe the preſence of Chriſt wirh' his 
| 1pirit totally, as a Comforter. The Comfor- 
er which ſhouldreleeve my ſoule;' us far from 
mes latth leremiah, Lam.1:16. inthe perſon 
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palſionate,. in ſome meaſure patient ; of ve- | 
{ rie malicious, 1n ſome meature loving ; of | 


ſpirits, take heed you do not loſe him. Thou 


| of, and keep them choycely. Chriſt totally: 


of 


| 
| 
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| O 1 the riches of his love ; bow #»ſcarcha- \ 
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of the afflicted Church. *Tis probable. e- 


El [nough, that David: ſpirit was thus {tript of 


Chriſt, by his dolorous complaints, which 
frequently we read of, /s his mercie cleave 


I oone for ever? doth his prompiſe faile forever=| 
more? Hath God. fargotten to be graciom ? 


hath hee in. anger ſhut up butender mercus ? 
Wall the Lor4 caft off for evey * andwilth-ebe: 
favourable! no mare? Plaii77 7 8:9. Some: 
carriages in Chriſtians towards Uhrift;ma'e” 
Chrilt totaliy. alter his carriage towards 
them , thoughfor his promiſe fake, hee will 
[never totally remove timſclfe from them. 
As when Chriitians:doe. not keep their 
watchltrictly agatalt ſin, in all the occaſions 
of it; then Chrilt, in {tead of being a Com- 
fortery, becomes a convincer ; and 1n itead © 
ſpeaking ſweet things, hee ſpeaks-verie bit- 
ter unto. the foule. This was. the: cafe of 
Davidand Peter, Or when Chriſtians ar« 
carceleſſe, and ſluggiſh, to maintaine and-en- | 
creaſe their ſweet communion-with Chriſt, | 
unyeelding to the ſweet motions of the ſpi- 


of man and himſelte, and leaves the ſpirit of 
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eare againſt the ſtill voyce - bebind:them,} 
which laith, th i tbe way, wal; an it. They || 
Chriſt dirawes acurtaine between the ſpiri: || 


4 rit of Chrilt, and turning oft:times:the them, 
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| knockedb ſaying ; Open.to mee, my Siſter, my. 
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man in the dark, and full of feares, Thisis 
notably illuſtrated by that language of the 

Spoule, /r « the vozce of my. Belaved. that | 


Love, my Love, myundefiled : for my head is 
filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of 
the night. The Church was convinced of 
this, that it was her Beloved, ſecking nee= | 
rer:commutiion with her, and yet obſerve 
how ſhe replyes. / have put off my coat, how | 
[hali Ipat it en? [ nave waſhed my feet, how | 


ſhall I defile them? 1 opened to my Beloved, | 
but my Beloved had withdrawne himſelfe and | 
Was Tone; my ſoule failed when hee ſpake ; I | 
ſought him, but I could rot find him : 1 called | 
him, but he gave me no anſwer : Cant 5. You | 
that find the preſence of Chriſt with your 

ſpirits, as a Comforter, make Chriitian ufe 

of what I have ſaid, that you may ſtill enjoy / 
fo great a mercie. And if you loſe the Ford 
Jeſus Chrilt, as a Comforter to your ſpirits, 

nuſerable comforters will all other things | 
prove unto you. You will mourne,and none | 
will be able to comfort you, it Chriſt as a 
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Comforter forſake your ſpirits-! 
' . Secondly, as aleader, a man may verie 
far loſe the communion of Chritt with. his | 


ſpirit. As if a Chriſtian take libertie to fin | 
SHE — 
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againſt that light, which Chriſt hath ſer up 
in his ſpirit ; this will make Chrilt firſt or 
laſt (if not timely lookt unto) leave a man 


'to his owne underttanding , to ſteare his | 


courle ; and then will fach a man declare 


| himſelfe quickly, to be a foole and a beaſt, in| 


many points,as David ſaith. Have you not 
ſecne Chriſtians of great light erre in judge- 
ment, and erre in practice? Whence comes 
this weaknefle, but from hence, that Chriſt 
as a leader ſtands aloofe from their ſpirits ? 
| which is a plaine demonſtration that a man 
| may loſe the preſence of Chriſt with his 
ſpirit, as a leader. David (I beleeve) fonnd 
the truth of this, as well asof the former, by 
wotull experience. A man may collec 10 
much cleerly, from his owne words. Ca#? 
ve uot away from thy priſence, and take not thy 
| Poly ſpirit frem-me : Plal.5 1.11. The Spirit 
of God 1s therefore called by David a hely 
Spirit, becauſe holy in himſelfe (the Spirit 
of the boly God, as hee ſaid to D axic/) but 
principally bere, as I conceive, 46 officio : 
becauſe the worker of holinefle in us, Da- 
vid doubtlefle by his fall,found an exceeding 
weakneſle in his Spirit, unto all good, over 
what formerly hee did, and ſtrong propen- 
fitie again to crre ; as everie aR of fin leaves 
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feed and ſpawn upon the ſpirit , to bring 
forth more, to cover the firſt, or to commit 


—_ - - 


=—_ as before, for the ſubduing of Juſt, and 
ggelting of holy motions and defires ; but 


| And therefore doth David ſo dolefully 
' complaine , (aſt mee not away from thy pre« 
ſerce, aud take not thy | holy] Spirit from mee: 
| you therefore which tinde Chriſt with your 
ſpirits, as a tender leader, take heed of. ſin- 
ning againſt any part of that light, which he 
tets up in your underſtandings , or againſt 
any motions of his ſpirit , which hee ſug- 
gelts anto-you.; lelt hee leave you to your 
own light, and to your owne ſtrength ; and 
then wi:l you run from leſle fins to greater,] 
from one ſ1nne to. another, like David and 
Peter, tothe {candalizing of the Goſpel, and 
| the deſperate wounding. of your own ſouls: 
The third and laſt thing that I would| 
commend unto you , by way of counſell, 15 
this : labour to augment this great favour 
You finde Chrilt wich your ſ{pirits,labour 10- 
| dultriouſly , to have Chritt more and more 
\ War 
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with your ſpirits.. 'Tis a prime and princi- 
pall blefling , as you have heard, to have 
Chritt with your ſpirits; theretore labour to 
get as much of this favour and happineſle as 
poſſibly you can. Thou haft Chriſt with 
thy {pirit as a teacher; why thou mailt have 
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him yet more intimate with thee , and open 


unto thee, in imparting divine myſteries, if 
thou. fo 1»w on ro know,as the Prophet ſpeaks,: 
if thou hambly forget,and-look over all thou. 
haſt,. and preſſe hard after more : the things 
thou knewelſt not, Chriſt will teach thy {pi- 


| 


dome and ſpirtuall nnderſtanding, If thou pray 
for it as Pazl did for the Colvſſtans.. 
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why , he will /cad thy ſpirit into all truth, if | 
thou urge his promiſe and beleeve. He wall 
fell theewith the knowledge of hs will in all wiſe: 


rit, morning by morning, as by the learned. 
Chriſt hath taught thy ſpirit many truths; | 


| 


T hou findeſt Chrilt with thy ſpirit as a! 
Comforter; why thou mailt have yet wuch: 
| more conſolation from him, if thou ſtudy to! 
be more: pliable. to him.. Thou haſt Chriſt} 
diſtilling drops of conſolation into thy {pirit,, 
now and then ; why thou mailt have Chriſt. 
powring in flagons of loye into thy ſoale,fil-' 
ling thee-with Joy. untpeakavle and:full of; 
| glory,it thou bring thy ſpirit to be morelow-: 

. GN ly 


« | 


— 
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ly and meek; for ſuch finde moſt re#F ro their 
once: if thou caretully keep coming to Chrif 
fill in every preſſure of ſpirit; for ſuch finde 
moſt eaſe: that 1s renewing faith Rill,as thou 
renewelt thy finnes. 

| Thou findelt Chriſt with thy ſpirit, as a 
quickner and ſtrengthner to dutie ; why 
thou mailt finde him yet more mightie 
with thy ſpirit this way, if thou powre out 
thy ſpirit often with David for quickning 
grace; and-if thou more deny thine owne 
4 ength , and caſt thy ſelfe more upon his: 
Could we but attain Pals height in felf-de- 
Niall , to be nothing inour ſelves ( rhangh / 
| am nothing ſaith he ) wee ſhould find Chriſt 
glotoully preſent {t;ll with our ſpirits, and be 
more conſtant in zeal and ſtrength to every 
good worke,then we are, I conclude this 
| thus;be ſo traRable to Chriſt,that thou maiſt 
with Mary, win upon Chriſt ill; and thinke 
that thou can(t never beneer enough to aims 
nor intimate enouck with him ; and this: is 
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for the more wee get Chriſt to be with our 
fpirits, the 1inore truly may we be fajd to-be 
in heaven, 

Tie laſt thing that I haveto fay.to you, 
that lnde Coritt with you! $,1r1us, 15 wu 
ol 
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twill, rather then thou ſhalt ſtarve, if thy life 
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of conſolation. Here is comfort for you 


meat to eat, which the world knows not of; 
ſo that when others repine, and curſe God 
and their King in their extremutie , as the 
Prophet ſpeakes ; thou ſhalt bee patient in 
prayer to him, who can command Ravens 
to bring thee bread and fleſh to feed onzand 


may be more to his glory, then thy death, 
Here's comfort for you againlt the ſword. 


rably. What is the face of an enemy to ter- 
rifie ; if Chriſt be with thy ſpirit, What 1s 
the (polling of thy goods? nay, what is the 
ſpoiling of thy body? if Chriſt bee with thy 
oule. A Mountaine of miſery , is but as a 
Mole-hill , if Chriſt ſupport the fpirit. To 


fleſh and blood, and fo nothing is more ter- 
'rible : but ler us that feare the Lord thinke of 
it, in referencc to Chriſt that is with our tpi 

rits, and then wee ſhall not bee troubled, 


 Warrcs, no mo: then at the numours of any 
Otae: Calauwtye 


Inthe midit of all troubles and fears, Chriſt | 
that is with thy ſpirit wil bear theeup admi- | 
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againſt famine. When thy body wants food, |. 
Chriſt that is with thy ſpirit , will give that | 
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think of the Sword is a naked reference to | 


| thouzh ivee heare of warresand rumours of | 


| mw 


© 


Herct 


| 


_—_—_— "or 


” 1 226 Crit | AR ith 


PR — 


Here is comfort for you againſt the 
' Plague, which is here and there (catteredin 
the kingdome. Waat is aay ditcate to the 
bodie, if Chriſt be with thy foule ? As the 


outward man decayeth, the inward man|| 
ſhall bee renewed daily , becauſe Chrilt is 


with thy {irit. When thy bodie is full of 
caule Chcift is with thy ſpirit. When thy 
eternalllife , becauſe Chriſt is with thy ſpi- 


rit, The plague of the Fody is nothing , if 
this plague of plagues be not upon the (pi- 


|rit, to wit, defiztute of Chrilt, 


Here is comfort for you againſt perſecu- 
tion. When men frowne upon thee. with- 
out, Chriit will {nile upon thy ſpirit within:. 


proaches-, Chriſt will fill thy inward man 
with comforts: when men ſhut up thy body 
from the communion of Saints, Chrilt will 
give thy ſpirit large freedome of commu- 
nion-with. hunſelte. When men. ſtrike thy 


 bodie ,.:Chrilt will {troke thy foule : when. 
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men kil thy body,Chrilt will ſave thy ſoule. 
7 © moradpdy ay the atfliRtions of. Chriſt abonnd 
|in nchy body, ſo the- conſolatiens: of Chriſt 


pain, thy ſoule ſþall be full of comfort , be-/| 


body 15s ſealed with ſpots of death, thy ſoule | | 
(hail bee ſealed wich the holy Gholt unto 


when men tade the outward man with re- 


(halls 
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ſhall abound in thy ſoule , becauſe Chrilt is 


”— 
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cident to man.and here's comfort to be ſuckt. 
out of this point, to oppole unto it. Finally 
1inlife, in death, and eternally after death, 
Chriit that 1s withthy ſpirit will bee gaine 
| [unto thee. Thy lite bee will make comfor-/ 
| [table ; thy death hopefull; thy being after 
| death eternally joytull. Wherefore I will 
conclude my Sermon for the good of you, as 


| 


Timothy , The Lord leſus Chriſt be with your 
| | [prrit &, | | 


{ 
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with thy ſpirit. Naine any miſery that is in«| | 


|| Saint Pax! doth his Epiſtle for the good of}. 
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